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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

The opening of the first community college in British Columbia, in
September 1965, introduced an entirely new dimension of higher education into
the educational scene in the province., It might be said that the idea of
such an institution had achieved far from unanimous acceptance from profession-
al educaters and the public alike. There were a considerable number of
critical voices raised, many of which suggested that such an educational
institution could not offer the quality of tertiary education to which soc-
jety in British Columbia had become accustomed. Furthermore, many felt that
community colleges would become havens for second class students whose academic
achievements were insufficient to allow them entrance to the universities.
There were numerous other questions raised, many of which centered upon the
comprehensive format of the curriculum which suggested the college is striving

to be "all things to all people."

Despite these strongly expressed views, the colleges have grown at a
rather impressive rate since 1965. The faith and energy of those who believed
in the college idea have been rewarded by the present operation of six community

colleges in this province,

How successful have the colleges been? The answer, no doubt, lies in
ones intepretation of which aspects of the college's programs are important.
Certainly, they have attracted faculty with impressive credentials; they are
providing education for students of diverse backgrounds and aspirations; they

have succeeded in keeping a fairly reasonable balance of academic and eareer type

programs, although many might argue that far too many students are enrolled in
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university parallel courses. At the same time, there are aspects of the
college concept which leave room for considerable improvement., Many of
these, however, are beyond the control of the college and largely centre

upon problems of finance and legislation.

This study is one of a series which attempts to evaluate one aspect of
the college's offering - the academic performance at the university of
students who transfer from the colleges. It is concerned with one particular
institution, Vancouver City College, from which transfer students have been
studied since 1966. It might be argued, and with some justification, that
this particular phase of the college's operation is but one narrow part of
a much broader concept. The point is well taken, but, nevertheless, the
quality of a college's transfer program holds great importance in the eyes

of the public, the students and the universities,

For these reasons, the authors have attempted to present as valid a
profile as possible of the kinds of students who transferred from Vancouver
City College over a three year period including the characteristics which
they exhibit and their performance at the university after one year of attend-

ance.

While in no way could this study be construed as an evaluation of the
broad program of Vancouver City College, the authors have, in view of the
evidence, made a number of recommendations which might aid the future operations
of the transfer function of the college and, particularly, the articulation

process between the college and the university.

A record of previous studies in this series may be found in the appendix.

e




CHAPTER _II

CHARACTERISTICS OF TRANSFER STUDENTS

The first Vancouver City College transfer students, one hundred
seventy-six in number, entered the University of British Columbia in
September 1966, one academic year after the opening of the college.
Since the opening year the number of students transferring to U.B.C.
has steadily increased. In September 1967, the number leaving the
V.C.C. campus for the university campus was over double the first year,
376 to be exact. The increasing number of students transferring from
the two year to four year campus continued in 1968 when 433 students

were involved.

Since the community college is providing an opportunity for particular
students to transfer to a university, those who would normally not have
had the opportunity to enter a university directly, one could expect the
rate of transfer to increase. This is at least evident over the first
three years of transfer experience from V.C.C. If this trend continues,
it would bring into question the degree to which the overall reduction of
accommodation pressure on the universities will be accomplished by the

presceme of community colleges.

Faculty Entered

In September, 1968, slightly over one-third (35.8 per cent) of the

V.C.C. transfer students entered the faculty of Education.




The Faculty of Arts experienced the next highest proportion of transfer
students, with just over one third (34.4 per cent) enrolling. Seventeen

and one half per cent entered the Science and Applied Science faculties

with just under seven per cent enrclling in the Commerce Faculty. Lesser
percentages were enrolled in the remaining faculties, as indicated in Table 1.
It is, therefore, evident that a trend observed in earlier studies on V.C.C.
transfer students, to enter faculties concerned primarily with the humanities,
is continuing with over two-thirds (70.2 per cent) of the students entering

this field of studies.

When the three year period of V.C.C. transfers is considered, the per-
centage totals for the Education and Arts Faculties remain relatively con-
sistent. The Faculty of Applied Science, after accepting four per cent of
transferring students in 1966, took a slightly larger ratio in 1967 and 1968,
5.6 per cent and 5.5 per cent respectively. The percentage of V.C.C. students
entering the Science Faculty over the three year period has declined from
16.5 in 1966 to 12.0 in 1968. The total percentage of college transfers
entering Science or related faculties has been no more than twenty. Since
less than one fifth of V.C.C. transfer students have entered science faculties
after transfer, the question could be raised as to the adviseability of a
commnity college providing the rather high-priced laboratory equipment re-
quired for the first and second year of transfer equivalency in these science
areas. It is appreciated that a community college should endeavour to provide
for all aspects of community education and training. There is, however, reason
to suspect that some of the financial resources needed to finance the university

level science curriculum could be directed to provide greater facilities for
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TABLE 1

Vancouver City College students entering the University of British Columbia,
September 1968, by faculty and sex.

Faculty Male Female Total
No. z No. z No. % s

Arts . 86 35.7 63 32.9 149  34.4
Commerce 30 12.4 - R 30 6.9
Agriculture 1 ol - - 1 ol
Home Economics - - 1 oD & o2
Physical Education 5 2o 2 1.0 8 1.9
Music 3 1 = 2 1.0 5 1.2
Dental Hygiene - - 2 1.0 2 e
Nursing Certificate - o 1 o i i,
Applied Science 2 9.6 2 iS5 24 5.5
Science L8 19.9 L 2.1 3. 12.0
Pharmacy 1 A 2 3.0 K o7
Forestry 2 8 - - 2 o5
Education (Elem - A2) 24 9.9 105 54.8 129 29.8
Education (Industrial) 3 1.3 - - 3 7
Education (Secondary) 14 5.8 9 L.7 23 5.3

Total 241 100.0 192 100.0 433 100.0




certain college programs such as career preparation. In a case where a
small percentage of transfer students enter a specific university area of study,
the community college could well re-evaluate its position in the light of

this information,

A summary of faculties entered after transfer over the three year period

under study may be found in Table 2.

Sex
Of the 433 students involved in the 1968 transfer group, 192 (44.3 per
cent) were women. As might well be expected, the humanities faculties, Arts
and Education, attracted the majority (92.4 per cent) of these. This in-
formation is summarized in Table 3.
When considering the ratio of male and female students over the three
year period it is noted, that with the exception of the 1967 transfer year,
the percentage of women continuing in higher education at the university level
after college has risen from 37.5 per cent to 44.3 per cent. Just how
significant is this increase remains to be determined. The increase of females
transferring from the college could be the result of a greater awarness and
desire upon the part of the women to compete on an equal level with men in the

area of higher education. The percentages of males and females transferring

over the three year period is indicated in Table 4.

Year Level Entered

In 1968, 300 students (69.3 per cent) transferred to a second year level
at U.B.C. with 12.8 per cent entering a third year level. This information

will be found in Table 5.

;g____—ﬁ
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TABLE 2
Summary of Vancouver City College students entering the University of British
Columbia for indicated years, by faculty.
Faculty 1966 1967 1968 Tatal
No. % No. % No. % No. %

Arts 59 33. 136 36.3 L9  34.4 34k 34.9
Commerce 19 10, 35 9.3 30 6.9 8L 8.6
Agriculture 2 i & 3 .8 1 2 6 .6
Home Ec - - 3 8 1 2 L b
Phys Ed 3 P 6 3.5 8 1.9 17 L7
Music - - oD B 1.2 7 4
Dental Hyg - - - - 2 5 2 2
Nursing = - - - 1 2 1 L
Ap'd Sc 7 L. 21 5.6 24 5.5 52 5.3
Science 29 16. §5  Abh.d 58 2.0 136 13.9
Pharmacy 2 1. - - 3 7 5 o3
Forestry - - L 1.1 2 5 6
Educ (Elem) 3 1 ; 2 3 129 29.8 134 13.6
Educ (Tran) 38 21. 48 12.8 - - 86 8ol
Educ (E1-Al) b 2. 92,85 - - 36 @ 3.6
Educ (Indus) - - 9 2 3 7 5 o5
Educ (Sec) 10 53 27 72 23 D) 60 6.1

Total 176 100. 376 100.0 433 100.0 985 100.0




Vancouver City College students entering the University of British Columbia,

September 1968, by faculty and year.

TABLE 3

Faculty Year Male Female Total
No. % No. % No. 4
Arts 5 | I Ll 2 1.0 6
2 : 2L .9 48 25.1 108 2
3 22 9.1 13 6.8 35
Commerce i 30 12.4 - - 30
Agriculture 2 1 L - - j
Home Economics 2 - b 5 1
Physical Education 1 L A - - 1
2 & E 2 1.0 6
3 1 oA - - 1
Music 1 1 o 1 5 >
2 .8 1 %, 3
Dental Hygiene 1 -  § o EEE
b - 1 > 1
Nursing Cert. kL - 1 | 5 1
Applied Science 1 23 9.6 1 A 24 5
Science 2 46 - 19:1 L 2l 50 11
3 ¢ .8 - - 2
Pharmacy 1 1 A 2 = o ¢ 3
Forestry 2§ 2 .8 - - 2
Education (Elem 2) 1 1 A 3 1.6 L ”
2 18 . 90 46.9 |108 25,
3 5 24 12 6.3 17 2
!
Education (Indust) 2 3 1.3 - - 3
Education (Sec) 1 .8 - - 2
2 11 L.b 9 L.7 20 L.
3 oy - - § L
L 2
Total k3230050 192 100.0 | 433 1
i

N




Summary of Vancouve

British Columbia for indicated years, by sex.

r City College students entering the University of

1966 1967 1968 Total
No. % No. % No, % No. 3
Male 110 62.5 248 66.0 241 55:7 = 4599 60.8
Female 66 3155 128 34.0 192 L4 .3 386 39.2
Total 176 100.0 376 100.0 433 100.0 985 100.,0
TABLE 5.

AN

Vancouver City College students entering the University of British Columbia,
September 1968, according to the university year entered.

University year Male Female Total
Entered
No. % No 4 No. %
First 65 27.0 10 3.2 75 17.4
Second 145 60.2 155 80.8 300 69.3
Third 31 12.8 25 13.0 56 12.8
Fourth - - 2 1.0 2 29
Total 241 100.0 192 100.0 433 100.0




From information contained in Table 6, it will be seen that the
numbers and percentages of transfer students entering the university
after completing two years at the community college is increasing.

In the 1966 transfer year the percentage was only 2.8; in 1967, 7.5 per
cent; increasing in 1968 to the indicated 12.8 per cent. There has
been a clear indication in prior reports by the authors that achievement
after transfer of those students after two years college education is
significantly better than for students transferring after only one year.
With this in mind, every attempt should be taken to encourage students to
remain at the college for the full two year period. The 17.4 per cent
figure for students entering the first year is composed primarily of
students transferring to faculties where the first year of the specific

faculty follows one year in the Arts Faculty.

TABLE 6

Summary of Vancouver City College students entering the University of
British Columbia for imdicated years according to the University year

level entered.

University 1966 1967 1968 Total
year entered

No. % No. % No. % No. 4
First L6 26.2 101 26.9 75 17.4 222 22,6
Second 124 70.4 246  65.3 | 300 69.3 670 68.0
Third 5 2.8 28 75 56 12.8 89 9.0

Fourth .6 1§ 5, 2 3 b A
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The Faculties of Commerce and Applied Science are prime examples of

this.

Age Grouping

Vancouver City College is primarily a college of '"college age"
students (that is, under 25 years of age) as the term implies. In the
case of the 1968 transfers to U.B.C., three-quarters of the students were
under 25 years of age. The age grouping is summarized in Table 7.

TABLE 7

; i {
PSS S

Vancouver City College students entering the University of British
Columbia, September 1968, by age group.

Age: group in years Male % Female Total
No. % { No. % No, %

18 - 19 66 27 .4 76 39.5 142 32.8
20 - 24 120 49.8 65 33.9 185 42.7
25 - 34 38 15.8 17 8.9 55 12.7
35 =b4 3 Ly : 5 6.8 16 3.7
over 4l 2 .8 10 548 12 2.8
not given 12 5.0 11 T § 23 53

Total 241 100.0 i 192 100.0 433 100.0

There is some indication that a shift toward older students at college,
at least as far as those transferring to university is concerned, is occurring
As will be noted in Table 8, 85.8 per cent of 1966 transfers were under
25 years of age; 78.2 per cent in 1967; and 75.5 per cent in 1968, In other
words the fraction of mature student (25 years of age or over) has increased

from one seventh of the total transfers to one quarter. Once again, from
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previous reports in this series it has been evident that the mature student
not only has a higher average achievement after transfer, but a lower rate
of attrition and a higher rate of '"on time" graduation. It is, therefore,
suggested that everything possible be done to encourage the mature student

to avail himself of the opportunities of the cemmunity college. In fact

it would appear that with everything else being relatively equal, the mature
student can more readily profit from higher education. It would then seem
plausible to suggest that in spite of an "open door" admission policy follow-
ed by many, if not all community colleges, enrollment preferences should be
given to the student who at the time of transfer from college to university

will be 25 years of age or over.

TABLE 8

Summary of Vancouver City College students entering the University of British
by age group at time of entry.

Age group 1966 1967 1968 Total
in years
No. 2 No. % No. % | No. 3
Under 18 - - 2 o - - 2 o2
18 - 19 61 34.6 1112 29.8 142 32.8 |315 32.0
20 - 24 90 51.2 |} 180 47.9 185 42.7 |455 46.1
25 - 34 20 11.4 | 54 14.3 55 2.7 :p2 13.2
35 - 4 3 L o T vidsy 16 3G} 26 2.6
over 4Ll 2 1.1 - - 12 2.8 | 14 1.4
not given - - 2L... 5.6 23 5 3uctubls {Wih
Total  [176  100.0 |376 100.0 | 433  100.0 [985  100.0
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V.C.C. Cumulative Grade Point Average

For the detailed study of cumulative grade point averages of
transfer students, eight university faculties were selected where a
reasonable number of students had transferred. These eight faculties
as shown in Table 9a and Table 9b accounted for 392 (90.4 per cent) of
the total who transferred to U.B.C. in 1968. Of these eight faculties,
the Faculty of Commerce accepted LO per cent of the entering ¥.C.C.
students with a college G.P.A. under 2.0 (C). Second year Arts Faculty
enrolled nearly 18 per cent of their college transferswith a college
G.P.A. of less than 2.0 Although not indicated in the table, the
Commerce Faculty is the only one that has consistently accepted a large
proportion of their entering students from V.C.C. with a G.P.A. under
2.0. Over the three years studied, the other faculties have, for the
most part, drastically reduced acceptance of students with a college
cumulative G.P.A. below the C grade level. The Commerce Faculty, on the
other hand, has accepted an ever increasing percentage of students in this
category: 21.1 per cent in 1966; 36.4 per cent in 1967; and 4O per cent in
1968. As a matter of general interest it could be pointed out at this
time that while overall numbers enrolling in the various faculties has
generally increased, the overall enrollment of V.Cf.students in the
Commerce Faculty has somewhat decreased (33 students in 1967 and 30 in 1968).

From the overall point of view for the eight faculties, 12.8 per cent
of transferring students did so with a G.P.A. at college under 2.0.

In considering all the transferring students, regardless of faculty

entered, the university over the three year period is admitting less students
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with a college G.P.A, under two. In 1966, 25.6 per cent of the transfer

students were in this achievement range; 1967, 15.4 per cent; and in 1968,
12.4 per cent. At the same time the proportion of A and B students from

the college increased from 15.9 per cent in 1966 to 20.3 per cent in 1967 and
then dropped slightly to 19.2 per cent in 1968. The greatest change is
evident in the C (2.0 - 2.4 G.P.A.) and C+ (2,5 - 2.9 G.P.A.) category where
the percentage of students transferring with a C+ standing increased 10 per-

centage points from 1967 to 1968. This information is tabulated in Table 10.

University Status

The university status of the V.C.C. transfer students entering the
eight selected university faculties is listed in Table 1l. The status of
the regular university students (that is, those students other than the
V.C.C. transfers) is also included for comparative purposes in the same table.

The overall failure rate of transfer students after the end of the first
year of transfer is a low 6.6 per cent for the eight faculties studied. This
low failure rate is rather indicative for several reasons, Firstly, it is
half of the previous years failure rate of 12.4 per cent. This would seem to
indicate that the academic preparation at V.C.C. of students planning to
transfer to U.B.C. has considerably improved. In fact the V.C.C. transfer
students have a lower failure rate than the 7.3 per cent figure for the
regular university students.

The percentage of transfer students achieving after transfer at a
second class, and pass status (37.5 per cent and 15.5 per cent respectively)
is nearly the same as the percentage of regular students achieving a second

and pass status (39.7 per cent and 13.2 per cent).

_




Summary of Vancouver City College s
British Columbia for the indicated
grade point average earned while in a

TABLE

10

et

tudents entering the University of
years according to the cumulative

ttendance at Vancouver City College.

v.C.C. 1966 1967 1968 Total

cumulative No. % No. 4 No. % No.

G.P.A.

3.5 = 4.0 11 6.3 21 5.6 25 5.8 57 5,8

3.0 - 3.4 17 9.6 55 14.7 58 134 130 % PR

2.5 = 2.9 L1 23 .3 90 23.9 143 33.0 274 2.8

2.0 - 2.4 62 35,2 152 4O . L 153 35.3 367 37.3

1.5 - 1.9 3,  19.3 % 133 | 4 10.4 129 13.1
{

1.0 - 1.4 11 &3 7 L L 7 1.6 25 2.5

Less than 1.0 - - 3. 3 i 2 B 5 3
‘i

Total 176 100.0 376 100.0 | 433 100.0 985 100.0

Tt is significant to not
small percentage of first class grades,
siderably lower than the 6.5 per cent figure of the regular students
ceiving a first class status. It is,
college students compare favorably after
except at the first class gtatus lev
tely one half of these students were not

to U.B.C. by the university's standar

transfer students can only be considered

el.

ds,

only 1.1 per cent.

as remarkable.

This is

one year of transfer in all

e that the transfer students received a very

con=-

e~

therefore, apparent that city

areas

When one considers that approxima-
originally eligible for entrance

the subsequent achievement of the




i ance i ity of British
ir- ¢l ear in attendance at the Universit]
Comparison of year end status of Vancouver City College transfer students at the end of their first year
Columbia with the regular U.B.C. populace for eight selected faculties, April]

. ; Education Education Total
Status Student Arts Arts Commerce Applied Se UELEnGY Edgcatlon gyupir 2nd yr (Sec)
2nd yr. 3rd _yr. 1lst yr lst yr 2“% tes <0 IXT S o pe lhl
First Transfer No. 2 % - - 3 .9 - - o
class 2 | 1.9 .8 - - 5 349
10 L7
Regular No. 76 98 14 = 1 126 1.8 3.6 2.7 6.5
% 5.0 3.8 e 0.3 186 Y 10 147
9 1
) L7 '
Second Transfer No. 28 19 8 12 35‘0 135 52.8 50.0 37.5
class y 4 25.9 b3 26,6 50,0 ’
YOy 61 2134
262 U
Regular No. 520 520 88 102 2;? 9 47.3 57.8 33.0 39.7
% 314-3 LL{)QB 33.0 2902 31 [+ 61
12 <
Pass Transfer No. 20 N 2 i éz 0 19 iy 11.8 20.0 13,5
4 18,5 il.h 6.7 16.6 :
11 33 710
91 i 152
Regular No.| 193 107 62 97 82 9 16.4 7.8 17.8 3
% 12.% 9.6 23.2 27 -
; . 1 L3
7 =t & 10.9
Partial Transfer No. 21 5 2 - io 0 6.5 11.8 5.0
1ass 4 19.4 14.3 6.7 - S + 130
i) &2 = 2
Regular No. 29 35 - - 89 5" 8.2 = b
5 139 3.2 - - : | 2 42
15 3 16.
Supplement Transfer No. 14 3 3 2 LzO 13.9 5.9 10.0 7
granted g 13.0 8.6 10.0 8.4 i ; 16 L75
22 37 .8
Regular No.| 123 L7 33 68 931 5 5.4 7.0 8.6 8
8.1 L,2 12.4 19.4 ' 6
‘ 3 5
26 2 =
Subjects Transfer No.| 15 3 6 1 98 o 1 11.8 15.0 16
failed £ | 13.9 3.6 20.0 L.2 ke ok ofs
73 o= 15.0
Regular go. 3;8 5 1;5 : 536 = 122h'2 13.2 9.9 2. by >
i . D.0 = = 6
o 7 - > 5 Ceut
Failed Transfer No. 6 - 9 I 14,.0 - - =
year % 49 - 30.0 16.6 : 1 392
19 14 .
Regular No. | 127 58 36 42 83 5 3.1 2.7 7.6 7.3
% 8-3 5-2 13'5 12.0 @ 1+
1 -
= o = | R
Withdrew Transfer No. 2 - - 1 “ . 5.9
32 , 7.1
Regular No. 136 73 11 40 63 5 5.8 3.0 5.9
4 | 8.9 6.6 ik 314 ; 5 s 392
Total Transfer No, | 108 35 30 24, 50 A 100.0 100.0 100.0
~ % [100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 %22- 508 185 5379 2
Regular No. [1520 1111 267 350 864 She B 100.0 100.0 100.
% [100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 Ve




The overall achievement of the transfer students was somewhat

influenced by the disproportinately high failure rate in the Commerce
Faculty. The failure rate of regular students (13.5 per cent) in this

faculty was nearly twice the overall failure rate of 7.3 per cent for

regular students. The failure rate for the V.C.C. transfer students

in this faculty (30.0 per cent) was five times the overall transfer
student failure rate of 6.6 per cent First class, second class, and
pass status of transfer students in this same faculty was also below the
percentage of students who achieved similar grades in the ojher

faculties.

It should be recalled, however, that the Commerce Faculty admitted
LO per cent of the transfer students to that faculty with a v.C.C. G.P.A.
of less than 2.0 (C).

The failure rate of transfer students in the Faculties of Applied
Science and Science was also slightly higher than the rate for regular
students. On the other hand transfer students in Arts, 3rd year and the
Education Faculties experienced no failures at the completion of their
first year of transfer. Fven the failure rate for V.C.C. transfer students
entering the second year of Arts is lower than for the regular students
(5.5 per cent compared to 8.3 per cent for regular students.) It is,
therefore, quite clear that V.C.C. transfer students after the first year
of transfer are meeting with considerable success especially when the
"humanities" faculties are considered.

Tables 12 to 15 inclusive contain information concerning the university

status achieved at the end of the first year of transfer according to the

R RRREEEEEESRRSSNESEREBREmRm——hhhhhT™




o=

cumulative G.P.A. earned at v.C.C. As would naturally be expected, the
highest failure rate was experienced by those students transferring with
under a 2.0 G.P.A. In this group 21.2 per cent failed. The failure rate
progressively decreased till those students with a college G.P.A. of 3.0

or over, had a nil failure rate. One important aspect should be noted

here. It has been suggested in the past that a certain percentage achieve-

ment or grade point average be established, below which transfer should not
be allowed. The figure has generally been set at 2.0. Although students
with less than a 2.0 grade point average did experience a higher failure

rate, both for subjects failed and a full vear failed, this group did ex-

perience a 30.8 per cent pass or petter status at the end of the first year

at university. In this particular area, 16 students of 52 with a below C
college average were successful at miversity. If the 2.0 G.P.A. had been
enforced by university officials, then these sixteen students would have

been denied an opportunity to succeed.

The question, of course, that must be decided is the degree to which
institutions of higher education can afford to extend such opportunities.
If the democratization of university education is to continue, then greater
opportunities must be given to those students with marginal success at
community colleges. If this is to be the case, then in all probability a
complete revision of univergity financing must be forthcoming.

If V.C.C. students transferring to U.B.C. had been restricted to those

with a college G.P.A. of 2.0 and over, the failure rate would have been L.b

per cent. This rate would be reduced by more than half if entrance to




. - 1 M3JIPYUFTM
|
{ Jeak
il A - - o - i 8 & £ | peTted

peTTI®e]

J
0°6C ¢1 T . S 4 - Z - g d sq09(qng
paquead
G'TT 9 - - C T - - = ¢ | 9uewerddng
ssed
¢*IT 9 = L3 - - - = < i TeT3ded
G'€T L - y § 0 T - T T 2 _ ssed
i ‘
— |
N , S8BTO
N | [ oo s
! IT 6 = r [ . - 1 T , puo28
1 .\
Ly s o i - - | 18JTJ
y . N AIRTpUodsg cV WeTH ¢V WweTH .
J£ puz JL pag JL pug JL pug J£ qsT JL 98T JA pag J£ pug
T€30] ﬁ uoTqeONPE UOTJBONPY  UOTFEONPY SJUSTOS OF pet1ddy 59.J9UlI0Y) s9aY 54Xy
——r e —_— — — e sn1eas
pedequy LqTnoe4 BTIQUATO) USTRTIA Jo A3TsJeATun £yTsaeaTu(

*eTQUMTO)
ystatTag Jo L9TsJI8ATU( dY3 B 8duEpuUSIe UL Jesh q8JTJ 9yl JO pue ey} 1e ‘g9 T} INOBJ pPa3ooTes
qusTe UT ‘g96T Jequeqdss BTqUNTO) USTITJE JO A3TSJIATU SYF peI83us oym pue §'c¢ Japun
*Y°d*n 989TT00 SATIE[MUND B YJITM PaJJajsSuBIy OyM gquepnis 939TT0) £9TH J9AnoduUBA JO SNIBIS

cT H1dVL




! |
0°00T WET 6 L G¢ 7 3 € L 1t | [E
{
B R N R el ™. LY G
¢°'T ¢ - % = z e v a g | MeIPUITH
i
, Jesk
¢’ T § g 3 9 2 T " 2 poTTE,
paTTed
6'¢z € 4 4 A4 € # 2 € g s309(qng
pequead
7°9T <C 4 T 6 T T ¢ - 9 | uewetddng
ssed
6°8 (44 T o3 ¢ C e g C 9 TetyIed
6°t  0O¢C s T { 8 = T , 8s®d
| £SEeT0
A ; o = = e = I = 38ITd
% N Axepuodag CV WeTH CV weTH
JA pug JL pag I£ pug JA pug J£ 38T J£ qsT7 1L pag JL pug
1107 uoT}eoNpH uoTYeoNpy uotyeonpy aousTog 9o¢ petTTddy 90J3UMO) sqaY §9dY
e J LqTnoed ®T (¥ T o £qTsJI9ATU( i
aJoquy L3TNO umyo) YSTFTJ { AT
peJoquy £3Tnoed eTQUMTO) USTITIE J T t4f) £qsaeaTuf
*eTqQUNTO)

ystyTdg Jo £3TsJaATuf 3U%
qyBTe uT ‘g96T Jequeides
*y°d'H 88900 S8ATH

16 2ouwepusille Ul

Jeef 9sJTJ 9y3 JO pue 8yl e
¢gTqUMTO) USTITAE Jo AJTsJIOATU) U3 PIJIS3US oym pue ¥ ¢ 03 0°C J°
eTIUMO € Y3TM PaudJdsjsuedy OUM sjuspnis o3aTT0) £3T) J2ANOOUBA JO SNIEIS

‘goTqnoeJ pojoeTes

€T a14dvl




5 0T LE T®10L
WIS, e i
o =i 73 M3 .H.MJL\“ \u_..n‘mhr.w
Jealk
- = ¢ peTtTed
peTTe]
T * | sjoelqng
peguead
¢ € 4 |quewsTddng
ssed
i T q TBTIIEd
i
T | s5®
|
ESETO
T S 61 puodeg
S£8eTO
- - - FSITH
AJepuodag CV WeTy CV WeTH
9 N J£ puz JL pag J£ pug JL pug Ji 487 I£ 98T 4L pag a£ pug
18301 UOTYEONDPH uoTyEeONpPH uotTyEONPH eoueTog og petrddy  edoJsumic) £ Y g 7Y
TR i snjess
peJdaquy A3Tnoe4 BTQUMTO) YSTITI JO AJTSJRATU( £qTSISATU

BTQqUNTO) YSTITIg JO £3TSJILATU) 8Y3 38 SJUEBpUSI® UT Jeek 9sJaTJ oYy JO pue ay3 & ‘SeT3[NOE]
pejoatTes ydTe UT ‘g94T Jequeqdeg ‘eTQUMTO) USTITIH JO £qTSJI9ATUN 9Y] PeJejuUd OuyM PU® 66°C - §°C
JO °*Y°d'n 23eTT00 SATJETNUMO B U3JTM PadIdjsSueI] oym sjuapnis 2397T0) £97H J2ANOOUBA JO SN3BIS

7T HT1dV.L




MBJIPYITM

Jeak
paTted

peTtes
sqoelqng

psjuead
auswaTddng

gssed
TeT3JdBd

0

e8

¢

SS®BTO
puoseg

§SBTD
3SITd

-

JA 98T
T23°L uotyeonpy uotyedoupd uotyeonpd 90UaTOS og petTddy 90J8UmI0) 81V s 744

9 N JA pug Ik pag Ik pug AR 1 Ik 387 JA pdg 44 pu

peJsquy A3Tnoed eTQUMTO) YSTITId JO AqTsJIaATU(

sN3BIS
AqTSJI9ATU()

-eTqUNTO) USTITIg Jo £3Tsdeatuf 8yj 3® ooUBpUS1}® UT Jeed 3sJITJ 9yj JO pus ay3 3® ‘saTqTNOR]

peqooTes JyBTe UT ‘gg9eT Jequeides ‘BTqUMTO) USTITIE JO AqTsJeATUf @Y} paJejus ouym pue O°Y

0°¢

70 *y°4*n 9FaTTO0 SATIETMUMD ® UITM P3IISJSUBL] OUM gquapnys 939TT0) £3TD JSANODUEA JO STNIBIS

ST T14vd




U.B.C. had been reserved for students with a G.P.A. of 2.5 or over. It is
of interest to note from Table 16, that although the failure rates, both for
the full year and jndividual subjects, and those requiring supplemental ex-
aminations, is significantly reduced when only those students with a college
G.P.A., of 2.5 or over js congsidered, there is very 1ittle increase in first
class status achieved, pass and partial pass categories. The major increase
occurred in the second class category.

Of the 433 V.C.C. students transferring to U.B.C. in 1968, 93 (21.4 per
cent) did so with a college cumulative G.P.A. below 2.0 (¢). When the
university status of those studente transferring with a ?ollege G.P.A. of 2.
or better is considered, that is the 340 students, then the achievement of
the transfer student is most commendable when compared with the status of the
regular student (that is, the student who entered U.B.C. without study at the
community college). As shown in Table 16, the failure rate of the college
transfer student is considerably lower than for the regular student. The

nt has a higher proportion of achievement

only area in which the regular stud
is in first class university status where at least three times the percentage

of the regular students as compared with V.C.C. transfers achieved this high

standing.

~ s

In comparing the achievement of all V.C.C. students after their first

o

year at university, over the three year term of this series of studies,

remarkable drop in the failure rate was noted, from approximately 15 per cent

in 1966 and in 1967 to less than half that rate, 6.7 per cent in 1968, It
could be inferred that the increased experience gained by both the college

and university in working out articulation problems has largely been res-

ponsible for the improvement in status after transfer.




Status of Vancouver City College students after completion of one year
at the University of British Columbia according to G.P.A. while at V.C.C.,
and compared with the status of regular U.B.C. students.

University VCC transfer students with UBC regular
Status a G.P.A. while at VCC of students
between;
2.0 and 4.0 ! 2.5 and 4.0
s o

No. % s No. % No. %

First A i ; kL 1.9 349 6.5
class |

Second 138 40.6 ; 103 50.0 2134 39.7
class |
!

Pass 54 15 ! 34 16.5 710 13.2

Partial 37 10 ot 12.2 130 2.4
pass !
|

Supplement 36 10.6 { 14 6.8 L75 8.8
granted {
|

Subjects 52 1563 | 20 9.7 805 15.0
failed %
:
|

Failed 15 L { 4 X9 392 7.3
year é
|

Withdrew b ka2 { 2 140 384 Tl

” _L, AN
1

Total 340 100. | 206 100.0 5379 100.0




A summary of university status over the three year period for

transfer students will be found in Table 17.

Surmary of Vancouver C
British Columbia for the indicated

TABLE 17

at the end of the first year of transfer.

all V.C.C.

jtv College students entering the University of
years according to university status

University 1966 196% 1968 Total
Status .
No. % _No. % No. 2 No. % W

First 2 5 e 6 8 1 2.9 5 1.1 18 1.8

class

Second bl o233 2.8 159 36.7 | 286 29.1

class

Pass 29 16.5 61 16.2 70 16.2 | 160 16.3

Partial L9 20:Y 50 33 L6 10.6 145 3Lt

Pass

Supplement 19 10.8 L7 120 £S5 304 4 ALL 1ke 3

granted

Subjects - - 53 14.2 e S o A 12.9

failed

Failed 27 < 35,3 5 i P 29 6-7 13 33 .4

year

Withdrew 9 5l 11 2.9 5 L2 25 245
Total 176 100.0 | 376 100.0 433 100.0 l 985 100.0




ademic Average

Relationship Between College G.P.A. and University

C
A S

In an attempt to examine the relationship between the grade point
average earned by students at the college and their subsequent academic
average in the first year at university, a correlation coefficient was
calculated. The mean G.P.A. earned at college was found to be 2.525
with a standard deviation of .5Z2. The mean academic average earned at
university was 62.96% with a standard deviation of 9.0. The number of
students involved was 409.

The correlation coefficient between these two sets of variables was
o513 Although this coefficient 1s wigh and significant at the .0]
level, with the number of subjects involved, college G.P.A. does, in fact

account for only 25% of the variance in university average obtained.

The rather high standard deviation in university averages indicate:s
a wide variation in achievement which has already been established as con-

sistent with the variation in periormances between faculties.

lysis was calculated utilizing the

A further multiple regression
176 subjects who had attended Vancouver high schools and for whom High
School G.P.A. was calculated and Of [.Q. available.

The following matrix was obtained:

2. H S. G.P.A. 907 LOLT7 1 . 000(
3. Otis I.Q. 113.6 8.757 L2383 - 3733 1000

L. U.B.C. Average 62.37 9.19 4,829 346 2




By inspection it is clear that college G.P.A. correlates most

highly with university average. High school G.P.A. correlates to a
lesser extent and Otis 1.Q. considerably less so. These findings are
in keeping with studies of a similar nature which have been conducted
at various times and with various populations.

It appears that the findings from other studies in the series have
been substantiated. College G.P.A., although far from perfect, is the
best predictor of university success +hich is available at the moment .
However, the question is made nore complex by the fact that university

success varies greatly between the faculties involved.

Mature versus College Age Student

A further evaluation and comparison of the transfer student achieve-
ment is worthy of note. This comparison involves the "mature" student,
that is, the student 25 years of age or over at the time of transfer, and
the Tollege age" student, that is, the under 25 year old student. Student
records for the eight selected faculties sreviously mentioned were analvyzed
from this point of view. seventv-three students (18.5 per cent) of those
transferring to these eight faculties were mature students at the time of

transfer. While at V.C.C., the rate of cumulative G.P.A. standing of the

mature student was significantly superior to the ~college age student. Not
only did a greater percentage of mature students achieve a college G.P.A.

of 3.0 (B) or better (L1 per cent fo: mature students and 14.1 per cent for
college age student), but the mature students achieving less than a 2.0

G.P.A., (C) was only 5-<9 per cent as compared to the 14.L per cent figure

for college age students.
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concerned had taken their pre-college education outside Vancouver.

of the 241 Vancouver high school students, 194 had attended a high
school operated by School District 39 (Vancouver). The high schools
attended by these students prior to enrolling at V.C.C. is listed in
Table 20. The faculties and year levels entered at U.B.C. by the
Vancouver public high school students are jndicated in Table 21.

The cumulative G.P.A. earned by the high achool students while at
V.C.C. who later transferred to U.B.C. was found to be considerably lower
than that earned by the total transfer group when the eight selected
faculties were considered. One hundred seventy-two students entered these
faculties. The cumulative G.P.A. for the Vancouver high school student
found .6 per cent with a G.P.A. of 3.5 - 4.0 (5.1 per cent for all transfer
students); 3.5 per cent with a G.P.A. of 3.0 - 3.4 (14.0 per cent for all
students); 18.6 per cent with a G.P.A. of 2.5 = 2.9 (34.9 per cent for all
students). In other words it appears from a comparison of information in
Table 9 and Table 22 that the Vancouver high school students attending

college have a lower achievement average at college than the total group

under study.

The above tendency would seem to be confirmed from information
found in Table 23. Of the 194 Vancouver high school students, 96, nearly
one half, were not eligible to enter university directly from high school.
For the most part, these students had achieved under the 60 per cent needed
for admission to U.B.C. with this in mind, it would seem that Vancouver
City College is fulfilling one of its primary functions, that is, in giving

a second chance to students by providing a recognized type of educational

experience to further qualify applicants for university. As might be




TABLE 20
Vancouver City College transfer students to the University of British
Columbia, September 1968, according to the Vancouver High School attended
prior to College.

o —————— ————— —————— e e ——

Vancouver High j,B.C. after Fntered U.B.C. direc
School V.C.C. from a Vancouver High
i A e p o
School in 1967
u_‘!i?_‘l‘,_-______.... o ﬂ’ NO 2 —— }‘ A =
Byng 25 1229 111 31.0

Hamber 21 10.8 83 8.7

Prince of Wales 21 10.8 83 8.2

Magee 17 8.8 66 69

David Thompson | 16 83 L6 L.6
Kitsilano 15 o 12 2
John Oliver | 12 6.2 68 6.8

Churchill 10 Al 137 1357
Point Grey . 9 L.6 80 7.9
Gladstone 8 938 g L3 L.3

Killarney

Templeton 7 3.6 34 3.4

| Britannia | 6 3:1 L6 L5
P : | ,
Tupper | © 3.1 L6 L5
King Edward-Adult 5 2.6 = -
Technical ! L 25 27 7
King George 3 1.6 3 3
Windermere k 5 23 2,
I B ——— — e e
Total 194 100.0 1007 100.0




entering the University of British
and year.

by

, attended a Vancouver High School
Columbia, September 1968,

faculty

- ] | BT |
Faculty | Yea

Arts e e : s f
3 . { & 7 | o B
| ] L
g | \
| | 4 E B

Commerce - ; Ko/ 0.2

Home Economics ‘ ) |

Physical Edu =
| i E
Music !
|
2 I
CLEeNCE i | o
Science
| -
Pharmacy L r i +
Forestry I | "
i
{ l | =
AN 1 \ )

Education(Elem A2) | g

: : e s , :
Education (Sec) y , 41
,
i
-
Total |

| W 4
do |
L |
10
1.0
\
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o L
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expectied, however, the failure rate at university for those students

originally not eligible for U.B.C. admission was higher (8.3 per cent)
than for the students with a high aschool average of over 60% (4.1 per
cent). Similarily, those students with a high school average under
60 per cent had a lower percentage of pass or higher university status
at the end of their first year of transfer (43.8 per cent) as compared
to the 64.3 per cent of those with a high school average of 60 per

cent or over.

Transfer Credit

One of several criteria which may be available for an evaluation
of the transfer function is the amount of credit lost upon transfer from
the community college to the university. There are two ways of evaluat-
ing this function. First is a consideration of all college level courses
taken by the student whether recognized for transfer or not. When the
eight selected faculties are considered, 48 per cent of the transfer students
experienced no loss of credit. A further 20 per cent of the students lost
no more than one course of credit upon transfer. Students entering second

year Arts and first year Commerce had a greater loss of credits than did

those students entering other faculties. The highest ratio of lost credit
on transfer occurred in the Commerce Faculty, where eleven of the thirty
students lost over eleven units (4 subjects) on transfer. This information

is summarized in Table 2L4.

A second method of evaluating the transfer function is to consider

‘those courses which have recognized transfer credit to U.B.C. and where

the grade earned at V.C.C. was 5.0 or over. It is assumed that transfer
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credit is granted for recognized subjects where a C grade (2.0 G.P.A.)

or over is earned. A study was made of each individual case in an
effort to determine whether any transfer student had lost credit after
the completion of college level courses at V.C.C. which have received
approval for transfer to U.B.C. No loss of credit was experienced by
276 (70.4 per cent) transferring students. A further 92 (23.4 per cent)
lost no more than one course upon transfer. Once again, the greatest
proportion of high unit loss upon transfer was found in the Faculty of
Commerce.

The high percentage of no loss of credit upon transfer would speak

; " 0 2 1 2 3 eia . 1
Dy V.U.Ue in dealling witn U.BeLo

well of the co-operation experi

The information is summarized in Table 25.

An overall evaluation Ol the actual reason for loss of recognizec
transfer credit is found in Table 26. In this case the number of actual

courses lost is recorded. A total of 162 courses taken were not granted

credit even though a minimum of a C grade was obtained. For example,

credit was refused for 28 C or better had been

there are certain courses wnere

earned for the M"A" course. (At V.C.C.

an "A" and "B" sequence need to be taken Ea

. 3 + a total 31 f +the
of three semester hours, 1.©. , for a total of six umits lor LUE
In t} case an accepta grade must be achieved

npnr and "B" sequence., It U ase é&

e sequence beiore ﬁquLvaient transfer credit will oe

®

given.) In certain other areas it is expected that two courses in a

A 1 ta v

recognized combination will be ccessfully completed at the college pe-
e oiven for a university subject. For ex-

fore equivalent credit will be giv

25, both one semester courses earning

gto »LvY

ample, V.C.C. History 2/, and Histo:
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on transfer. The detailed breakdown of subjects lost on transfer

and the specific reasons for same is found in Table 27.

Course Achievement

student performance was centered

)
er

A final analysis of transfer

around the results obtained in 28 selected courses at the university.

By far the largest number of these students enrolled in English 200

(210). In other courses the totals ranged considerably and it was

decided arbitrarily to include only courses in which the enrollment

of transfer students reached at least eight.

The percentages

sity grades is summarized in Table 28 along with the percentages (in

brackets) of all the students, that is both transfer and regular, in

the particular course.

of transfer students achieving the various univer-
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TABLE 27
Loss of credit upon transfer to the University of British Columbia by V.C.C.
transfer students where a grade of C or better was obtained for one course
in the sequence.

A & B Course Number of courses where credit lost for
sequence

|

| I, F, W B se al
| " ." - - — .

| grade for ncen course unknown

| B course take

|

, iy e - Sty e

|
|
Duplicate Reason l Tot
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|
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Fr B = - - = b
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Math 17A & B i % - ' 1 f’
Math 27A & B | - 1 XIh
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course [, F, W 1 cour P grade Duplicate Reason ‘
o \ f 1= > o) AT on - ik !
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TABLE 28a

by all students enrolled in the course.

f British Columbia grades obtained by
students in certain gelected university courses an

Vancouver City College transfer
d compared with grades achieved

Course First Second Pass Failed Misc. Total
class class class w.D.
% % % z %
Chem. 230 | 212 (31)° 25 (26) 37 (24) 17 (13) - (6) 2 662
Chem. 156 | 18 (8) 37 (28) 37  (40) L (12) 4 (10) 91 362
Comm. 151 9 (9) 2k (29) 24, (38) 32 (w) 11 (10) 34 313
Comm. 190 6 (13) 32 (41) 38 (35) 2 (8) - (43) | 3% 316
Econ. 200 2 (8) 10 (27) 59 (42) 23 (13) 6 (10) | 39 1019
Econ. 300 - (11) 25 (31) 40 (39) b5 (100 (30 [ (9) 20 5Lk
Educ. 201 25 (26) 52 (47) 23 (22) - (1) - (4) 69 670
Educ. 202 | 30 (21) 55 (56) 12 (19) - (1) ¥ 1(3) 69 657
Edue. 203 | 20 (17) L3 (48) 32 (31) HRE ) S B 6 B o S
Educ. 204 6 (16) 73 (61) 21 {19) - (1) - (3) 62 500
Educ. 310 | 16 (26) 60 (53) ¥ £17) 3 (1) 3 #i5) i S
Educ. 311 1 (16) 52 (Lk) uy  (35) 3 (2) - (3 a5
Eng. 200 2 (6) 29 (32) so (k6) 13 (9 6 (7) {210 2696
Fr. 110 | - (8) 35 (27) 29  (40) 7 (8) 29 (16) 14 908
Fr. 210 | - (6) 20 (31) 70 (42) - (9) 10 (12) 10 197
Fr. 220 | 8 (16) 38 (49) 54 (20) - (5) - (9 13 237
Hist. 100 - (&) 30 (28) 59  (52) 9 (10) 2 (6) LL 993
Hist. 204 (11 (7) 22 (31) 67 (41) oo ABY. gt {35 9 162

a Unbracketed figure

b Bracketed figures are percenta
in the particular course.

s are percentages of V.C.C. transfer students.

ges for all the university students enrolled
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CHAPTER III

SUMMARY

The major objectives for which this study was designed to

achieve are:

15 To make a somewhat more complete analysis of the subsequent
success of community college transfer students after the
first year of transfer to the University of British Columbia.

2. To determine to what degree college achievement, as re-
flected in the cumulative grade point average, might relate
to future university academic achievement.

3. To examine the high school »chievement of transfer students

with the possibility of relating this achievement to college
and university performance.

L. To find out the extent to which differences 1in university
performance may occur when the academic performance of
college transfer students is compared with the regular
university student.

S To document changes and trends that have been observed in
performance and achievement after the first year of transfer
for college students since the inception of the first study

of 1966 transfer students.

This report, which is the fourth and final report in this series,
jnvolved a study of 433 Vancouver City College students who transferred
to U.B.C. in September 1968. A comparison and an analysis of these
students with the 176 college students who entered university in 1966 and

the 376 who transferred in 1967 was also carried out.

Characteristics

The trend of V.C.C. students to enter primarily the humanities has

pbeen continued with just under three quarters of the students studied




entering such university faculties as Arts and Education. The percentage

of women among the students transferring has risen from 37.5 to 44.3, with
the vast majority of these (92.4 per cent) enrolling in the Arts and
Education faculties.

The ratio of transfer students moving to the four year campus after
completing two full years of the pbaccalaureate degree requirement at
college has quadrupled since the first year of transfer. In spite of
this increase, the 1968 percentage of 12.8 transferring after two full
years of college study is low when compared with the percentage leaving
after just one full year at college. Achievement of two year transfer
students as far as 'on time" university graduation and degree attainment
is concerned has been considerably superior to the one year transfer
student. With this in mind, attempts should be taken to encourage students
to remain at the community college for two years prior to transfer,

One-quarter of the 1968 transfer students were classed as "mature
students" at the time of transfer, that is, 25 years of age or over. This

represents an jncrease of mature transfer students from about 14 per cent

in 1966 to the current figure of 25 per cent.

V.C.C. Grade Point Average

The majority of transfer students have entered U,B.C. with a college
cumulative G.P.A. of over 2.0 (a C average) . There were, however, 54
students (12.5 per cent) with below 2.0 G.P.A. who were admitted to U.B.C.
in 1968, This is a reduction from the 15.4 per cent in 1967 and the 25.6

per cent in 1966. In the faculties studied only one, the Commerce Faculty,

reversed the above noted trend. This particular faculty accepted 21.1 per




i G

cent of the V.C.C. transfer students with a G.P.A. of less than 2.0

in 1966 and by 1968 were permitting 4O per cent of those transfer

students enrolling in the faculty to enter with a G.P.A. less than two.
On the average, the overall college achievement found among the

transfer students admitted to U.B.C. is on the increase, at least as

represented by G.P.A.

University Status
The failure rate of V.C.C. transfers at the end of the first year
of tranefer has been reduced to half of the 1967 rate, a low 6.6 per

cent for 1968. The transfer students in 1968, for the first time, had
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a failure rate slightly less er cent achieved by the'regular!

3

students, in the eight faculties stu ied. Although the failure rate fo

the transfer student is low, the percentage of students achieving a fi

class university grade is likewise low, only 1.1 per cent as compared with

g

the 6.5 per cent figure for the gular' student.

The transfer student, thersiore es favorably with the 'regular
+ 2 - A X n + atva nfte sy 1ot ves ot 203 1 - "t 1 aval o
student in academic status all L8t year cransfer at all levelds

except at the first class standard. This achievement is considered

remarkable especially in light ol the fact that approximately one half of

ct

the transfer students were nct or.jinall eligible for university entrance

F

due to pre-college achievement below the university standard for admission.

The highest rate of failure was found emongst those stud

-y

admission to the university witl w a 2.0 grade point average (C).

Even then, nearly one third of these students with sub-standard college

grades obtained at least a npass! grade in all subjects at the university

level.




Students with a higher college G.P.A. were found to have a lower
failure rate at university, as would be expected. Although the increase
in college G.P.A. gave a corresponding reduction in university failure
rate, it did not appreciably inerease the rate of students obtaining a

rrelation between college G.P.A. and

first class standing. Overall

university average was + 5%

Student:

Mature and

- { ~ o
While at the college, the ma stud (25 years of age or over)
earned a higher percentage of the ToOp college grades, that is, a G.P.A.

of 3.0 or over, than did the college agc

the mature students achieved at this level a

per cent of the college age stuc

iversity, the mature student's rate of achieve-

Upon transfer to unive

ment at the end of the first year of transfer was still above the achieve-

but the difference was not as pro-

o
[]
®
o
D
)]
+

ment rate of the colleg

nounced as had been observed for the college achievement. Forty-one per

cent of the mature students and 58 per cent of the college age students

standing at the completion of one university

oL

earned a second class or n
year. On the other hand, +he rate of failures at university by the college

age student was ove: five

High School Achievement

a2 +roans

Fifty-five per cent of the transfte:

education outside of the City of Vancouver. It, therefore, appears that

the college is providing the educational opportunities for large numbers of

fer students completed their high school




students whose pre-college education has been elsewhere than in

Vancouver.

The study of records of V.C.C. students who attended Vancouver City
public high schools revealed that these students while at college had a
lower achievement average than the total transfer group under study.

The achievement while at university of the Vancouver high school transfer

student was comparable with the ave apes for the total transfer group.

fact that y rters
of credi or any co f k
earned. e-fifth of the students st credit in only one colliege course

for one course was que to a

rse Normally a two course sequence

at V.C.C. 1 required for credit for one university course. In other

cases, students lost credit as a result of taking more college courses

o which they were transferred

than the particular

would allow.

that the colliege adequately preparing students for

so. the college has madae it possible

transfer to the universiiy. g ge
for a large number of students who were den direct university admission

due to either low grades at high school or a non university high school

i S s 3 4 PP
program, to eventually v and TO BUCCE

end of the first year of

r




In spite of what might originally be termed a marginal achievement

prior to college, the instruction at V.C.C. and the first year of

university has been such that overa 1 university status of these students
has compared favorably with the regular university student. Although
the transfer student does not generally achieve at a first class standing

at university, his overall rate . failure has been comparable to the

nregular"” university gtudent.
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Although general conclusions have been included in the previous
studies, any definite conclusions were deferred until the completion of
this report where a more final and complete assessment of the findings
concerning Vancouver City College transfer students will be made.

These conclusions are based on the study of 985 transferring students.
They deal with the nature and performance of students who began their
baccalaureate degree programs at one community college. Although these
conclusions depend, for the most part, on studies done on 985 V.C.C.
students transferring to U.B.C., consideration has also been given to a
1969 study of 438 V.C.C. students and 14 Selkirk College students trans-

mn

tudents who have entered U.B.C.

w

ferring to S.F.U., and 88 Selkirk
The conclusions contained herein are really judgments or assessments
pbased on the total findings from the authors! previous studies. Un-
doubtedly, these conclusions will reflect certain values and opinions =
these values will reflect a point of view that all of society benefits
from its citizens being educated to the highest possible potential. It
is, therefore, implied that the community colleges can be a determining
force in the development of a pbetter educated citizenry. Others with

different points of view could well draw from our findings somewhat

different conc lusions.

1. Community colleges are making it possible for increasing numbers

of high school graduates to begin working for the baccalaureate

degree who would not otherwise be able to do so for reasons of

B
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academic or economic deficiency. For example, roughly
50 per cent of the transferring students had a pre-college
academic record below the achievement required for direct
admission to U.B.C. Although not specifically studied in
this series of reports, it has been established that the
proportion of citizens attending higher education facilities
from lower economic groups is very small. With the reduced
fee schedule experienced at the community colleges, when com-
pared to the universities, an ever increasing number of economically
disadvantaged should be able to benefit from at least some
exposure to post secondary education.
2, The general public still appears to under-estimate the value
of the contribution of the community college to higher education
and to view it as a kind of sanctuary for the "have nots" both
intellectually and financially. To a point this is obviously
true. The vast numbers of ngverage" and "marginal students
found in these studies is an indication of this. At the same
: time the community college should not be considered as a '"second
cousin" to the university, nor should it be thought of as an
easy way to get part of a university education. The increasing
mumber of college transfer students achieving a first and second
class standing after their first year at the four year institution
should testify to this. The constant reduction in the failure

rate of college students after transfer, a reduction to the point

where the percentage of college students failing their complete

first year at university is less than that found for the '"regular"




university student would al
quality is not second rate.
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Certainly the v transfer ents after one year of
transfer, 1n C egular students has, for the most
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As a two-year college program is rapidly becoming more

necessary for many types of employment today, it is possible

that within a few years the four year degree may become a re-
quirement in new fields. With this in mind, it is not un-
reasonable to suggest that the evaluation of college transfer
students be made on other than present university standards and
achievement .

There has appeared a wide variation in the success of transfer
students at university, depending upon the faculty and year
entered. It would appear that most of the transfer students
could be successful, at least in their first year after transfer,
if they would select a major field which is appropriate to their
ability and prior achievement. There are probably one or more
university faculties in which the transfer student with a 2.0
grade point average in college could succeed if properly motivated
and assisted. It does appear, however, that students are in

some cases transferring to inappropriate faculties. The counsell-

ing functions of the college and university are vital in these

cases,

Certain faculties seem LO be admitting transfer students on a

basis of barely satisfactory community college grades, in fact,

in some cases the college grades have been entirely unsatisfactory,
that is, under the recognized 2.0 grade point average. It appears

that in at least one university faculty the view is that all such

students must be given an opportunity to attempt the program.
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Such a policy tends to lower the eventual success rate of
transfer students at the university, since the studies have
clearly shown that it is in the under 2.0 category where the

highest university failure rate has occurred.

6. The 2.0 grade point average earned at a community college,

although a reasonable indicator of the student's 1likelihood

of future university success, is relatively unsatisfactory as

an absolute predictor of success. Some students with less
than the suggested 2.0 G.P.A. minimum have been successful
after transfer. The probability of this occurring is, however,

greatly reduced, when compared with the over 2.0 G.P.A. transfer
student. Undoubtedly the C grade was given for compliance of
course requirements at a minimally acceptable level. In fact,
grades of less than 2.0 (C) are frequently given at the college
jevel with the thought that it will be discounted if the student
applies for transfer. Quite naturally a specific grade may

j mean many things to different instructors. Tt appears reasonable

to suggest that additional criteria to the G.P.A. be considered

when applying for entrance to a university.

7. The correlation coefficient obtained between college G.P.A. and
university average was in the vicinity of 4+.5 for the subjects
involved. This correlation, although highly significant, is
far from being an excellent predictor of future achievement.
However, further calculations conducted with subjects whose high

school G.P.A. and Otis I.Q. were calculated showed clearly that

college G.P.A. remained the best single predictor of university




achievement which was available.

8. The community college is doing an effective job in
educating not only good students, but also those students
with high school deficiences and improper pre-college stand-
ing for transfer to the four-year campus. Although students
with poor high school records have less chance for success
after transfer, their record of failure at the university is

only slightly higher than the similar record for the regular

university student.

9. The success of mature age students as noted in this study, is
worthy of special reference. No doubt the high level of
motivation which these students tend to possess is responsible,
in part, for their success both at college and university.
Colleges might be encouraged to be generous about admitting mature
students and also offering the counselling facilities of the

college to further aid their adjustment to academic life.

10. Grade point averages and percentage achievement grades are one
of the present realities of both college and university life
which the transfer gtudent must be prepared to accept.
Community college students are transferring to different university
faculties, with different standards of achievement and with vary-
ing admissions requirements. Very few of the transfer students,
however, suffered serious drops in grades in their first year
after transfer. Achievement and persistence problems did occur

after the first year of transfer and varied widely with the faculty
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12.

concerned.

A number of the problems apparently encountered by transfer
students especially in the area of credit loss upon transfer
appears to be the result of the individual student not being
aware of university requirements in their particular area of
study. Wrong courses taken at college; too many courses

taken in a particular field; incorrect course sequences;
transferring with more than the allowable maximum units;

were some of the problems encountered by students. Although
university and college publications have the required in-
formation needed to clarify the student's problems, for one
reason or another the transfer student in certain cases is either
not aware of this material, or if he is, is not prepared to accept
the pronouncement as applying to him. Counselling, therefore,
about university attendance and career choice needs to be greatly
expanded at all levels, including high school, community college
and university. Despite the foregoing, loss of credit on trans-

fer does not appear to have been experienced by the vast majority

of transfer students.

There appears to be no reason why community college transfer
students generally should require more time and more courses
than regular students to complete the degree program. Yet
this is apparently the case, in spite of rather close work by
both college and university on articulation problems in courses

and curricula. The predominance of delayed graduation is found

amongst those transfer students who transferred to the university
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after only one year at the community college. The rate of

non time" degree graduation from the university for students
transferring after two years at the college as compared with

those transferring after one year was over four times as much.

The present articulation methods, although solving many
problems encountered in transferring from a two year campus
to a four year campus, obviously is inadequate to solve certain
problems such as delayed graduation on a degree program and
withdrawal rate. These problems could well be compounded
and complicated by an increased diversity of programs cons
templated at the university level and by changing patterns of
transfer, not only to different institutions, but to different
faculties within the jnstitution.  Although uniformity of program
with the university is possible at the college level, it is
probably undesirable due to the wide variation in precollege
academic experience and ability of college students.

pifference should continue to exist not only in the structure
and content of the programs, but also in the method of in-
struction and materials. The community college should not be
required to offer an indefinite number of transfer programs to
parallel those of the university. Certain college programs
where rather expensive expsrimental equipment is required and
where the proportion of transferring students is small, could

well be reserved for the exclusive jurisdiction of the university
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where a much broader financial base is available to finance
such requirements.

Further, in the design of commnity college courses it
must be remembered that less than one fifth of the students
enrolled in the college transfer program have actually trans-
ferred to a university. Even though the remainder of the
students have expressed a desire to transfer by the very fact
of being in the transfer program, the fact remains that they
do not. A good college transfer course must then take this

aspect into consideration and if for no other reason, should be

developed on lines somewhat disimilar to its university counter-

part.
What is probably required is transfer by program and not

by course as is in most cases the situation now, Program
gourss
transfer would preserve the individual college's right to ex-

periment and innovate and at the same time protect the student's

transfer credit.

The various conclusions ana findings of this report could be capsulated
thus: the community college has generally demonstrated a fine record in
preparing students to transfer to a very diverse group of faculties in the

university concerned, but there 13 room for improvement in certain aspects

of the transfer situation.
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