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OPINIONS OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS

INTRODUCTION

The authors' previous studiss have primarily dealt with
the academic record of community college students who have
transferred to a four year university. These studies have
presented rather conclusive evidence that the Rritish Columbia
community college transfer student performs basically as well
in the academic field after transfer as does the "direct entry"
university student.

These studies, however, did not investigate the decision-
making process of the college student nor those factors which
might have a certain bearing on the attitude of a community
college student. Tt is entirely possible that these fac tors
may have a direct influence on the academic achievement of the
student.

The purpose of this study is to discover, and to evaluate,
some of those aspects of a community college student that may
have contributed to his decision-making patterns. The
main emphasis of the study will be directed toward the nossible
ways in which the college student acauired {nformation about the
college, in this particular case, Vancouver City College, Langara

Campus; the nature and impact of community, public school and

varent on the decisions of the college student; and the relati-n-




ship, if any, between various criteria that could influence the

declision making pattern.

It should be noted that the study is not concerned with
such factors as family characteristics nor the previous educational
environment of the student, These factors are discussed in

a recent report, A Socio-Economic Study of College Students

Rather, w8 hope to develop the report around those thoughts and
ideas of the student as expressed by the student in a specially
designed questionnaire. In this way we will examine the
diversity of responses to those factors which may influence what
students do and think ibout their post secondary educatinnal
opportunities.

From the profile that has developed may come hypothes s
about just how the student makes his decisinn to attend college.

From this, of course, could come the basis upon which assumptions

about educational practices could be made.

Purpose

Although much 1is already known about those factors that
Influence the college student in his transfer to the university
world, relatively little 1s clearly understood regarding thos;
decision making processes that tend to influence the transition

from secondary school to the community college. Even less 1is

known about the actual effect of these decision-making factors

on the college achievement of the individual student The 1
. nrin-

ciple objectives of this report will be to a) examine Some of

the decision-making patterns of college students, and b) to

determine how realistic these patterns were 1in light of subsequent

academic achievement.

Limitations of the Study

The study was initiated in January, 1970. The Vancouvef
City Callege computor was programmed to give a ten per cent
random sampling of students enrolled as of 15 January 1970.

The total number enrolled, that is, the "universe" was 399L
students. From this a random sampling of LOZ2 students was
determined. Three Hundred forty-six (86%) of the sample
returned useable questionnaires, and it 1s upon this number that
the profiles were designed.

In addition to the information acquired from the question-
naire, reference is made to the achievement of the student as

recorded on the official college record S.

The Sample

Since the report is analytical in nature, compar isons will
be made between male and female student, with respect to the

variables which may influence decisions and chonice. In addition

comparisons will be made btween college achievement, as represented
by grade point average, and the responses to various questions
dealing with decision making.

The sample of 402 college students was surveyed through a
questionnaire which was administered during the first week of
February, 1970, The questionnaire was handed to the student
in a regular class period. The students were asked to take
the questionhaire home, reply to the questions, and return the
questionnaire to class during the next scheduled time period.

Two hundred ninety-nine initial responses werereceived. This
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number accounted for T7h.!| per cent of the sample. The remaining
103 students who either did not return the questionnaire or

who were not present in class on the day of questinonnaire dist-
ribution, had the questionnaire and a covering letter mailed to
their address as listed on official college records. Of these
letters twenty-eight were returned by the post o0°fice as
undeliverable for one reason or another. The mail request
obtained responses from a further forty-seven students or 11.7

per cent of the sample. A1l told, 36 students (86.1 per cent)

returned useable questionnaires. These firures are summarized

in Teblse 1,

TABLE 1

Number and percentage of Sample return

N %
a) Total sample Lo2
b) Useable class delivered 299 )y
responses
¢) Useable mail delivered L7 31a2
responses
d) Returned by post office as 28 7.0
undeliverable
e) Total useable responses 3hb6 86.1
(b + “e)

The number of useable responses (3l6) repressnted 8,7 per

cent of the universe.

A further check was made to determine the extent that the

expected enrollment, as represented by peturned questionnaires, was

comparable to the observed population, that is the universe.

There was 1ittls: difference in the percentage of expected and

8%

observed population when the following characteristics were
considered: type of program in which enrolled, that 1is career,

academic, college preparatory; and enrollment status, that is

full time (5 courses or more) or part time (less than 5 courses).

These dataare to be found in Table 2.

TABLE 2

Observed population and expected population percentage distribution

Observed Expected
Population Population
(Universe) (Sample)
Program in which enrolled 5 S y
1st Semester, 1970 N %
Career 1132 10.8 36 10.L4
Academic 3189 79.9 281 831.2
D
College Preparatory 373 9.3 29 I
TOTAL 399 100.0 b 100.0
Enrollment status
1st Semester, 1970
Full time 1908 L7.8 158 h5.7
Part time 2086 52.2 188 Slt.3
TOTAL 3991 100.0 3Lb6 100,.0
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TABLE 16

Responses to selected questions for sample members who achieved at the
end of the semester a grade point average of 3.5 to l.0. ("A" grade)

ly

N

10

=

N
%

19

PRE-COLLEGE EDUCATION

Complete |Not compl.

No other
obligation
1
N

. H.S. Completed H.S. not completed | First year Univ
Univ Non-univ | Univ Non-univ
5 5 1 2
38.5 38.5 Te7 15.3 -
YEARS SINCE ATTENDANCE AT HIGH SCHOOL
Nil One yr Over 1, Over 5, Over 10
less § less 10
2 - 3 b, 6
15.3 - 23.1 15.3 b.603
OBLIGATIONS IN ADDITION TO COLLEGE STUDY
Work over|Work less|Work over| Work week+House~-
36 hr/wk |4hr/ day |4hr/ day |end only keep
5 1 - ~ 6
3805 7-7 = s b.603
CHOICE OF OCCUPATION
Not made |Definite |Fairly Tentative
definite
1 Iy 7 1
7-7 30.8 5308 707
EXPECT 'D FINAL ACADEMIC ATTATNMENT
1l yr cer.|2 yr dip |R.A. M. A, PhD.
- 3 6 2 1
- 25.0 50.0 16.7 8.3
EVALUATION OF DECISION TO ATTEND V.C.C.
Best Pretty Not sure |Probably Definitely
decision |sure best [best dec.|not best [not best
9 I - - -
6902 3008 - - -
ESTIMATED G.P.A. FOR SEMESTER
Seb=li.0 . 12 .B-3.0  12,0-2.7 1.6-1,9 1.5 or less
b 9 ~ - -

30.8 69.2
PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYLED RTXAMS
Well Not prep. [None Does not
prepared |enough apply

. # 2
30.8 38.5 1553 5.3

TOTAL

13
100.0

S

100.

138
100.2|

13
100.0

124
10ﬂm€

13
100./0

13
100.0

13
99’0!

PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR WRITING RESEARCH PAPERS
Well Not prep. |None Does not
prepared | enough apply
3 L 2

30,8 231 30,8 15.3
PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR READING REQUIRED MATERTALS
Well Not prep. |None Does not
prepared | enough apply

L g 2 2

30.8 38.5 15.3 15.3
PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR SETTING OWN STUDY SCHEDULE
Well Not prep. |[None Does not
prepared |enough apply

I 1 2

u603 30.8 7.7 15¢3
CONSIDERED V.C.C. STANDARDS H®ASY AS REASON FOR ENROLLING
Essential|Very Fairly =~ [Not very |Not at all

important |important [important |important
- - 2 2 9
- - 2543 15.3 69.2

B8~

TABLE

16 (Continued)

TOTAL

13
100.0

13
99.9

13
100.1

13
99. 8




Responses to selected questions for sample members who
end of the semester a grade point average of 3,01 - 3.49

5y

N
%
10

19

N

21

=

26

N

L0

L3

N=

-3

TABLE

{l =

Y

PRE-COLLEGE EDUC ATION

achieved at th
("B" grade)

H.S. Completed H.S. not ~ompleted |First year Univ TOTAL
Univ Non-univ | Univ Non-univ |[Complete [Not compl,
L 1 % - 1 - 8
50.0 12.5 25.0 - 12.5 - 100,0
YZARS SINCE ATTENDANCE AT HIGH SCHOOL
Nil One yr. Over 1, Over 5, Over 10
less § less 10
2 e 1 2 1 8
25,0 25.0 12,5 25.0 XSy 5 100.0
OBLIGATIONS IN ADDITION TO COLLEGE STUDY
Work over| Work less Work over Work week4House- No other
36 hr/wk | hhr/ day | lhr/ day [ end only |keep obligation
1 3 - 3 -
12.5 12.5 37.5 & 37.5 - 100.,0
CHOICE OF OCCUPATION
Not made | Definite Fairly Tentative
definite
2 - 6 - 8
25.0 - 75.0 - 100,0
EXPECTED FINAL ACADEMIC ATTAINMENT
1l yr cer | 2 yr dip | B.A. M. A, PhD,
- S * 3 3 i 8
- 22,5 k73 37.8 12.5 100.0
EVALUATION OF DECISION TO ATTEND V.C.C.
Best Pretty Not sure Probably Deflnitely
decision | sure best| best decd not best |not best
3 3 3 1 - 8
375 375 1249 12,5 - 100.0
ESTIMATED G.P.A., FOR SEMESTER
3:5-4.0 |2.8-3.4 |2,0-2.7 1.6-1.9 [1.5 or less
2 6 - - - 8 |
25.0 75.0 - - - 100.0
PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYLED EXAMS
Well Not prep.| None Does not
prepared | enough apply
3 5 - - 8
37.5 62,5 - - 100.0

Iy

N=

L5

R

16

N

n

5

n=

TABLE

- B

17(Continued)

PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR WRITING RESEARCH PAPERS

Well INot prep. |None Doei not
prepared enough " app_y
3 £y
375 50.0 12.5
PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR READING REQUIRED MATERTALS
Well Not prep. [None Doei not
prepared |enough apply
3 -
37.5 50.0 s A
PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR SETTING OWN STUDY SCHEDULE
Weil Not prep. [None Doei not
prepared |enough apply
- ; 5
50.0 37.5 - 6 L
EASON FOR ENROLLING
V.C.C STANDARDS EASY AS RE
CONSI2?§§DVery Fairly Not very [Not a: a%l
i important {important|important importan
p- ¥ L
. - 12.5 1205 75.0

TOTAL

100.0

100.0

100.0
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TABLE 18 TARLE 18 (Continued)
TOTAL
Responses to selected questions for sample members who achieved at the WRT RESEARCH PAPERS
1 & non 3 It PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR WRITTING 0% 1 PAPI
end of the semester a grade point average of 2.01 3.00 ("C" grade) | g gl Pecs vk
J prepared [enough an;}Y 113
L  PRE-COLLEGE EDUCATION N el Zg , ié 6 9.8 100.0
H.S. Completed H.S. not completed [First year Univ TOTAL % 2l.2 2t ¢ 1
- . -‘ ' . - .
N Unﬁ; No;luniv Uni; Non8un_v Co?glete Nogocompl 140 415 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR READING REQUIRED MATERIALS
% 3.8 9.8 15,2 Tad 15,2 8.9 100,0 Well Not prep. |None Does not
; ' prepared [enough aDg%Y 113
10 YEAR SINCE ATTENDANCE AT HIGH SCHOOL N 3% 32 s 1% a 8.8 100.0
Nil One yr. Over 1, Over 5, Over 10 Ve 28.3 2.2 o 5
N 31 7 18;3 : 1e§i = 15 112 Ii6 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR SETTING OWN STUDY SCHEDULE
4 27.7 6.2 33.9 18.8 13.L 100.0 Well Not prep. None DO pok
: Rl q prepared [encugh i apy%y 113
11 OBLIGATIONS IN ADDITION TO COLLEGE STUDY N U & 5" 15, - 100.0
Work over|Work less|Work over [Work week-4House No other ” L0.7 F o e =y
N 3628P/Wk . ?i/ e uhré/day e“§9°“1y keSE Oh%égation 113 52 CONSIDFRED V.C.C. STANDARDS FEASY AS REASON FOR ENROILING
- I%) 9.8 5.3 16.8 6.6 2.8 100.0 Essential |Very Ty J%et wery, (e AL sl
- x - : EL v |important | important [important imFgrtant 133
| £
19 CHOICE OF OCCUPATION N 3 8 f 2 e ig ¢ 2% g ML 100.0
Not made |Definite |Fairly Tentative 7 . ; £y ! e o gt |
definite
N 13 Ny 51 S il
% 11.5 35.h 45.1 8.0 100,0
21 EXPECTED FINAL ACADEMIC ATTAINMENT
l yr cer |2 yr dip |B.A. M. A. PhD.
N 7 17 55 22 10 111
% 6.3 153 19.5 19.8 9.1 100.0
26 EVALUATION OF DECISION TO ATTEND V,.C.C.
Best Pretty Not sure |Probably Definitely
decision | sure best [best dec. |not best not best
N 52 Ll 12 2 1 111
% 06.9 39.6 10.8 1.8 .9 100.0
40 ESTIMATED G.P.A. FOR SEMESTER
3.5=l,0 2.8-3.1 2.0-2,7 1.6-1.9 |1.5 or less
N ly 63 L3 3 - 3 X
% 3.5 55.8 38.0 27 - 100.0
413 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYLED EXAMS
Well Not prep. |[None Does not
prepared enough apply
N 39 5l 12 8 113
% 3L4.5 h7.8 10.6 1 100, 0
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TABLE 19 TABLE (Continued)
: TOTAL
Responses to selected questions for sample members who achieved at the v ING RESZARCH PAPERS
end of the semester a grade point average of 1.01 - 2.00 ("P" grade) Il PRE-COLLEG% iREiggATégﬁeFOR NRSEGS o
Well ov p .
prepared | enough 15 appiy 63
4 PRE-COLLEGE EDUCATION : | N 15 29 33.6 6.3 30l
H.S. Completed H.S. not completed [First vear Univ TOTAL % 23.8 16.0 5 <
n- 2 - ATERTA
: Unéz No 8univ Unlg Nonsuniv Comglete Not~comp1 63 L5 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR REggganisQUIRED MAT
£ §33 12,7 28.6 7.9 9.5 - 100,0 Well |Not prep.|None plcts 1A
prepared | enough 18 > 63 >
10 YZAR SINCE ATTENDANCE AT HIGH SCHOOL | N 1, 29 38:6 3.2 100.
Nil One yr. Over 1, Over 5, Bver 10 % b 16.0 :
3 {EDULE
N 17 5 1GSE ? 198; s 8 63 46 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR SEggiangzN STUDY SCHED
% 27.0 %9 38.1 1.3 2.7 100.0 Well Not prep.|None pes
11 OBLIGATIONS IN ADDITION TO COLLEGE STUDY N 15 o ¥ o 11.2 005
Work over |Work less |Work over |Work week4House No other % 23,8 Llpoly * R
or i ) {ROL
y 3612r/wk L ?8/ day [l h;/ day engsonly keeg mbi%.ation b P e ST;Z???BS Eﬁﬁ%t 32rgag§2¥ ziﬁa§23
c! :
% 19,1 15,8 25 23.8 1207 20.7 100.0 Essential Z;;grtant important| important 1mggrtant 62
10 7
19 CHOICE OF OGCUPATION N 2 30 i# 8 16.1 6.8 100.0
Not made |Definite |Fairly Tentative % 3,2 16.1 .
de "inite
N ¥ 2l 28 L 63
% i1:3 38.2 I ly 6.3 100,0
21 EXPECTED FINAL ACADEMTIC ATTATNMENT
1l yr cet |2 yr dip |B.A. M.A. PhD,
N 5 10 2ly 20 N 63
% 749 15.8 38.2 31.8 6.3 100.0
26 EVALUATION OF DECISICN TO ATTEND V.C.C.
Best Pretty Not sure |Probably Definitely
decision [sure best|best dec. not best |[not best
N 30 23 6 1 3 63
% L7.7 36.5 9.5 1.6 e 100.0

L0 ESTIMATED G.P.A. FOR SEMESTEHER
305‘1‘-.0 2-8"30LL 200-207 1.6“109 1.5’ or 1883
¥ -

N 27 35 - 63
% 1.6 ha.8 556 - - 100.0
il3 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYLED EXAMS
Well Not prep. |None Does not
prepared [enough apply
N 20 31 9 3 63
% 31.8 h9.2 1.3 bh.7 100.0

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.lIlI.llll.llllllIIIIIIllIlIllI"III-IIIII-IlIlIllllllllllllllllllllllllllIlIIIIIIIIIllllllllllllllllll.l.l'



Responses to selected

I

=

10

N=

11

N=

19

N=

21

N=Z

26

™=

10

43

L N %
TABLE 20

questions for sample members who achieved at the

end of the semester a grade point average of 0,00 - 1,00 ("F" grade)
" PRE-COLLEGE EDUCATION TOTAL
H.S. Completed H.S. not completed (First year Univ
Univ Non-univ | Univ Non-univ |Com»lete [Not compl
1 T 5 1 2 1 30
L6.6 23.1 16.7 A 6.7 s 100,0|
YEAR SINCE ATTENDANCE AT HIGH SCHOOL
Nil One yr. Over 1, Over 5, Over 10
less &5 less 10
11 - 12 2 5 30
36.6 - 110.0 Ot 16.7 100.0
OBLIGATIONS IN ADDITION TO COLLEGE STUDY
Work over|Work less| Work over Work week<House No other
36 hr/wk | hr/ dayll hr/day |end only |keep obligation
6 L 5 6 i 5 30
20,0 X343 16 7 20.0 133 16.7 100.0
CHNICE OF OCCUPATION
Not made |Definite Fairly Tentative
definite
6 6 15 z 29
e &0.7 51.7 6.9 100.0
EXPECTED FINAL ACADEMIC ATTAINMENT
1 yr cer |2 yr dip |B.A. M. A, PhD,
2 5 12 6 3 28
Te1l 17.9 h2.9 21l 10.7 100.0
EVALUATION OF DECISION TO ATTEND V.C.C.
Best Pretty Not sure Probably Definitely
decision | sure best|best dec.|not best |not best
10 " 3 | 6 2 - 29
3.5 38.0 20.7 6.9 100.0
ESTIMATED G.P.A. FOR SEMZSTER
3ebuly, 0 |2,8-3.h 2.0=2,7 1,6-1,9 1.5 or less
- 1 10 I - 28
~ 50.0 5.7 1,3 100.0
PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYIED EXAMS
Well Not prep.|None Does not
prepared |[enocugh apply
10 1 3 3 30
33.3 h6.6 10.0 10,0 99.9

N=

N

%
IS

g

116

(o)
™

52

%

TARLE

= 3¢

20 (Continued)

ITING RESEARCH PAPERS

PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR WRD g
Well Not pre. |None ag;iy
prepared enough ¢ 3
16.7 3.2 a1 23.h
: 1 T4TERTALS
E-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR READING REQUTRED M3
5211 ; Not prep.|None Doei no
prepared enough ¢ appzy
10 % .
33.3 32 16.7 . 1
PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATIC™ FOR SETTING O:N STUDY SCHE
Weil Not prep.|None Do;iyno
ap
prepgred eniﬁgh 4 3 :
6o 6.6 36,7 10. :
: \ROLLING
! Y AS REASON FNR ENI
Vv.C.C. STANDARDS EAS )
%ZziigiiﬁDVery Fairly NOE vgigt ?;goizazt
1mp2rtant important| im»ort: e
lg 0 20.0 20.0 10.0 10.0

TOTAL

30
100.0

30
99.9

30
100.0

30
100.0
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TABLE 25

TABLE 26

Responses to selected questions for sample members who indicated

a one year college certificate as their educational ambition Responses to selected questions for sample members who indicated

a two year college diploma as their educational ambition.

TOT |
ltl3 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYLED EXAMS 9 TOTAL
Well Not prep.|None Does not i3 PRE=-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYLED EXAMS
prepared |enough apply Well Not prep.|None Does not’
N 7 1 - 1 prepared | enough apply
% 50.0 ).1.2.8 Tl 100 C‘ N 12 7 9 13
; % 34.9 27.9 16.3 20.9 100.0
Ity PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR WRITING RESTARCH PAPFRS
Well Not prep.|None Does not )i’ PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR WRITING RESEARCH PAPERS
prepared |enough apply Well Not prep.|None Does not
N L b e 10 prepared | enough apply
% 28.6 57.2 1,2 g 100.0 N 12 8 13 12 us
- % 26.7 17.8 28.9 26.7 100.1
L5 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR READING REQUIRED MATHERIALS 45 ' PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR READING REZQUIRED MATERIALS
Well Not prep.|None Does not Well Not prep.|None ' Does nnt
prepared | enough apply prepared | enough apply
N 3 10 = 1 1 N 11 15 7 3 36
£ - (2B 71.h B 100.0 $ W6 1T 19.4 8.3 100.0
6 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR SETTING OWN STUDY SCHEDULE L6 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR SETTING OWN STUDY SCHEDULE
Well Not prep.|None Does not Well Not prep.|none Does not
prepared |enough apply prepared | enough apply
N 3 N 3 1 N : 10 3 36
%  28.6 21.l 28.6 21. 100.0 % 41.6 20 27.9 8.3 100.0




- - - b5 -

TABLE 28

TABLE 27

' Responses to selected questions for sample members who indicated
Responses to selected questions for sample members who indicated 2 Master's degree as their educational ambition.
a Bachelor's degree as their educational ambition, -

TOTAL
o - 'GE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYLED EXAMS
L3 PRE-COLLTGE PREPARATION FOR ESSAY STYLIED KXAMS R 3 SiglcOLLFC§ot prep. |None Does not
Well [ Not prep.|None Does not prepared | enough apply €3
prepared }enough apply N 15 ey 6 3 100.0
N gi g tg 11 9 100 ¥ T78.3 5.7 i3 5.7 :
/o o 0 1150 o0
g o 4. PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR WRITING RESEARCH PAPRRS |
LIy PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR WRITTNG RESEARCH PAPERS " Wa1l Not prep. |None Does not
Well [Not prep. |None Does not prepared |enough apply 53
prepared |enough apply N Y 28 8 6 100.0
o . ()oo 1 oO 12.0 0
e 45 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR RZADING REQUIRED MATERTIALS
45 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR READING REQUIRED MATERTIALS Well Not prep. [None Voes' Row
Well Not prep. |[None Does not prepared |enough apply ‘ 53
prepared | enough apply N 12 28 7 100.0
g g% : t7 ) 17 5 100 £ 29.6 52.8 13.3 11.3 "
o L] L] 1 .O ) ‘ T
: $ e s L6 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR SETTING OWN STUDY SCHEDULE
46 PRE-COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR SETTING OWN STUDY SCHEDULE T WarY Not prep. |None Does not
Well Not prep. |None Does not Prepared |enough apply 53
prepared |enough apply N 11 17 13 12 100.0
= - L6 10 9 100 4  20.8 32.1 2l.5 22.6 2
7o 35.0 Lh6.0 10,0 9.0 100.0
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- 50 - ) av |
| "" SUMMARY OF QUESTICNNAIRE RESPCNSES

'g: ‘ The numbers in the brackets refer to the questi»n numbers on
i the 'questionnaire.
oo o (@) o o %
+ £ B ° o ' ° ' =3 ,
- ) = mn n \ .
? W >,§'§ = = o 1. ' Responses to the questionnaire showed that the marital status
) — o O o o : o : ,
s b L 5 o N 1 ’Y of three querters of the sample was "single", with nearly 1L
35 | 23° ;e N |
‘ 1
iz, %é g | = i : : , : . per cent of the sample married with children. (3)
(@)
SS Y 2 Just over one quartar of the respondents entered college with
E £ o - i A |
53 e < o 0 0 3 less than grade 12 educatinon. Nearly 20 per cent had
%5 EeE i
113 n
%g 5’,25 5. . S : , : 4 studied on the "non-university program" at high school (5.5 per
pg 53 g e cent not completing grade 12 on this program.) While there was
2 528 s 3 = T ' RN )
f’g £ 0 o @) o little difference in percentages of male and female students
Eg AT 3V o) 5V
£ o £ ¥ 0 i : < entering from the non-university program at high school, the per-
o o o o @ Q¥
‘:DB a9 : i centage of male students who had completed the university progran
J ot [
'§§ §,§ . ”,,,:\ g ' ' ; Tt at a grade 12 level was 38 as compared with nearly Sli per cent for
o & ! 0
5 & o 20 * = g 9 ' ' o the female. (L)
= 0 O 00 — o o o
g i 5 - = : Just under two thirds of the sample entered college without
E+ ’:h - ™M N o o N
© = o JA o S 1 - E attending another educational institution other than high
=g 25 __k
E'Z; 5’,"; o3 * te . % s o achool. Some 13 per cent had attended university prior to
Vot o o O @] o o N
0 3@ o = e " enrolling at V.C.C., but only one quarter of these had completed
i e s % D B .4 158 4
EE b33 - S £ 4 n the first year at university. (by-5)
vy ¢ B = il B % 2 =+ Lo Eighty-seven per cent of respondents were Canadfan citizens, |
© 0> o N — ™M O N o
o5 8 b = = > g with 72 per cent living in Canada all their 1life. (6, 7)
uisoo > D © i - v - = > ™
ggg ::-:48 ' % = - e ™ = For those who came from outside Canade, France was the country |
(]
g'c o “n 5 i 4 W o 1 &4 of origin for 50 per cent, with one quarter arriving from Hong
O ¢ &) o 0O Ne) — o) B No) '
254 A'_“Q'O = = & Kong. In spite of a belief that Canadian schools are hecoming a
£
=3 B B B § T haven for U.S.A. "deserters" or "draft dodgers", only 2.8 ver cent
o o 2F E < - 3
o & ¥ V 5 Tl B & of the non-Canadian citizens in this sample were from the U.S.A., |
l 9ol & B o et B
S - 3 = 3 o o - just one percentage point greater than the 1.8 per cent from the
4%—
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it 253 <

v.8.8.8:. (8)

Se Three quarters of the respondents indicated that at least one SR TP S I SR S S LI L1 Ty dhotte,

year had elapsed between high school attendance and first with the male student leds decisive about his future occupation

enrollment at college. Some 22 per cent of the females and 12.6 than the female (19). TIPS e PR < SHEEG , 80T

per cent of the males had been out of high school for 10 years or AS0] SUAHpoRk L ORI SR TR PG DANERG e B oSaNpitanne]

f.
nove BECobe ehtesing ¥.C.00 (10) choice after high schoonl graduation (20). In other words, 80

6. Twenty per cent of the student sample worked full time, with PArLneRiving. St SN O ST MITED TS DEa vIIneG: SUAIR, W ItR

\ & £
approximately one quarter working part time, and a further nearly half of these not making their choice until after high

ore quarter reporting no work or home obligations. (11) SCHmp 1 oot e

"
Te Just under half of the students were classed as full time FARDEFEMAURT NS GF TE SIS TR I Ui Jene

t}" Ll '
students, with little difference in full time status between SGingenn sEETHINS = Tos S Eony) W staoteoln Bagr ot

f‘
%a18 Bnd: fosute: {30 (8.6 per cent). The percentage of males desiring a master's

1 ‘ L
8. When 1t came to choosing a "major study field", stPong degree and doctor's degree was 33 and 11 respectively with 15

¥ ward t
personal interest was either essential or important to 90 SHL o JORLEND S T T SR R SRR s vl ome (S0

1 !
per cent of the sample, while parental (or spouse) views were of The percentage of males seeking degrees (bachelor's, master's and

considerably less importance (classed as "essential" or "very SagheoilErsalaber Ly B PO UG ST BIENGTTD. Ban EabTer

important" by 17 per cent). Teacher's views were considered as theuk Smal i Bap g T NS A MNP ARRAE £10 T8 00NN M

very important by one quarter of respondents. B b Geaise the attainment of their academic goal as important as the female

teacher's views were considered to a greater degree than parental t2el .

views in the choosing of a major field of study. (13, 1h, 15, 16) 12, UC.C. Student Services counsellors were consulted by 61 per

9. Just under 80 per cent reported that the occupation to which cent of the sample about attending the college (23) with

the major £1e1d of study lesds was very important in 55 per c ent considering the counselling services most helpful

decision making (17) while admiration for people in the major in making their decision (2l1). While parents apparently had

field of study was an important factor for just over one quarter little influence on the major field of study (1L, 15), nearly

1..
of the students (18). 31 per cent of the sample reported consulting their parents

10. Thirty-dne per cent reported that their choice of future FOEMTYI D SREARR I Rt TR 05608 NS S0 “WarToant ‘Peporting

occupation was'very definite", with 112 per cent of the females the . papent as Roek belpivg. n the devision making (FJe e1.

"very definite" as contrasted with only 2l per cent of the males. Teachers at both the high school level and college were most

helpful to l} and 6 per cent of the students ‘respectively.

A further L7 per cent were "fairly fefinite" in their choice, on

Although Canada Manpower has an office on campus, only LI per cent




consulted this office, and 2 per cent reported them most help-
ful.

13. Lack of interest in going to college was stated as a

possible reason for future withdrawal by 41 per cent, with
one third of the sample believing that academic problems might
well be a cause for attrition (25).
1y, Nearly 85 per cent of respondents were satisfied with their
decision to attend V.C.C., with some 10 per cent not sure as to
the wiseness of their decisinn. A slightly greater percentage
of females than males expressed satisfaction with their
choice (26),
15. Low cost (74 per cent), a good program in the major field
of study (52 per cent), and good teaching (59 per cent) were the
basic reasons for a desire to come to V.C.C. (28, 31, 35). Less
than 8 per cent believed that V.C.C. had many social activities;
only 22 per cent felt there was "much academic competition", or
"intellectual atmosphere"; and less than one quarter felt that
the faculty and students were involved in political and social
aetion (27, 30, 33). In addition to "good" teaching, 31 per
cent stated the opportunity for independent study and 22 per cent
stated good educational and vocational counselling created a
desire to attend college (35).
16, Nearly 60 per cent of the respondents seriously thought of

attending either U.B.C. or S.F.U. prior to enrolling at
V.C.C. (36). By far the largest percentage, 20 per cent,
officially apﬁlied for admittance to U.B.C., (one half of those who
"seriously" thought of attending U.B.C.) with 9 per cent officially
applying for admittance to S.F.U. (once again, about half of those

who had indicated a serious desire to attend S.F.U.) (37). Nearly

=

half of those who offiecially applied received official notice in

ter
writing of their acceptance to U.B.C., while about one quarte

received notification of acceptance to Sy.U. (30)6

lan
'17. Upon leaving V.C.C., nearly 73 per cent of the students pla

to attend one of B.CJ/s two major universities, with over three
o} .Ce |

lan-
times the number of students planning to enroll at U,B.C. as p
ning to attend S.F.U. (39).
18, In their estimation of term end grades, S per cent indicated

5 e of females
they would receive an "A" grade; the percentag

f
nd was twice the percentage o
expecting an "A" grade at semester e

males expecting this top grade (40) «

19. 61 per cent of the student sample felt they would have
sufficient funds for a further semester, with 26 per cent

some what unsure as to their financial status for a future

ster (41) At present 80 per cent attend college on their
seme . & :

own savings (L42).

20, Approximately L6 per cent replied that their pre-college
preparation for writing essay styled examinations, research

papers, and reading the required amount and type of materials was

not enough (43, Ll, 45). The percentage of students claiming

"no preparation" ranged from 13 to 23 per cent,

21, L5 per cent claimed that their attendance at college was

really not to obtaln a better business position through a

college diplom: or certificate (L7)e. Similarily, some L3 per

nt claimed they were not at college to learn a skill, trade or
ce

bezin a profession (L8).

B e e



OBSERVATIONS

1. Table !!

The percentage of students who were on the "non-university"

program at high school and ®Who obtained an "A" college grade

(GePeAs 3.5 = 4.0) was at least three times as great as for those

students from the "university "program at high school.

Conclusion: Graduation from high school on the

"non-university"

program, or even non graduation from high school on the "non-

university" program does not lessen a student's opportunity to

obtain top college grades (either A's op B's),

It would, therefore, appear that parents and high school

students should not just selsct the "university" program for the

prestige of enabling a student to go to university, since the

academlc preparation received on the non-university courses seems

to be equal, if not superior, in preparation for community

college achievement.

2e Table &5
Slightly more than one half (51 per cent) of students who

had not attended high school for over ten years achieved a

college grade of 2,5 or better (A or B grade). For those students

who entered college Immediately after high school, just over one

third (36.6 per cent) achieved a college grade of 2.5 or better.

Conclusion:

Length of time between attending high achool and

entering comrmunity college study is not a barrier to obtaining

Successful grades.

This should provide enc ‘uragement for

- 56 -

"mature

to formal study due to

- 57 -

bability
hooling In fact, it would seem that the pro
time from scho .

from
length of time away
enerally with the

of success increases g

high school.

school.

3. Tabie 6

time or look
half of those students who either work full
One ha

ter to one
llege grades of 2.5 or better, while one quar
achieved colle

k or
»art time or had no wor
dents who worked par

third of those stu

r over., The
family obligations achieved a G.P.A. of 2.5 o
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Ll-o Table Z

There was little difference in the percentage of the sample

who had obtained a G.P.A. of 2.5 or better and their decision
as to choice of future occupation, Forty-five per cent of those
with a grade of 2.5 pr better reported that 'ho decision" had been
made as to their future occupation, while li3 per cent "were very

definite", with 38 per cent "fairly definite" and 3.7 "very

tentative". On the other hand, one fifth of those students reporting

no decision as to future choice of occupation had faillure grades.,
This contrasts to the .8 per cent "failure" grades for those
students reporting a "very definite choice of occupation".

Conclusion: For the better student, i.e. G.P.A., of 2.5 or over,

whether a cholce of future occupation has been made or not seems
to be of little consequence. However, for the average or marginal
student (a G.P.A. of 1.0 to 2.49) some idea of a future occupation
would seem to be indicated. In other words, there appears to be

a greater percentage of students with above failing grades who
have made some decision as to a future occupation,

A goal in life, or some svecific motivation, is beneficilal to
student academic achievement. With the present uncertainty as to
future employment, we might expect to find an increasing number
of college students who have not made and cannot make a decision
as to a future occupation. If this decision is tied in with
gcademic success, we might then expect to find college achievement
to regress unless all concerned realize that employment 1s not

the only outcbme of education.

Ol

5. Table 8
The students who indicated educational expectations ranging
from a college certificate to and including a master's degree,
and who obtained grades of 2,5 or over, were approximately LO
éer cent for all these categories. However, nearly 60 per cent
of those expressing a desire for the doctor's degree obtained a
G.P.A, of 2.5 or better. The percentages of students in each
educational attainment category who received a "failing" grade
(G.P.A. 1.0 or less) ranged from 1l per cent to 15 per cent, with
1ittle difference noted for the individual expectation categories,

Conclusion: With the exception of those students expressing a

desire to obtain a doctor's degree, the expectations or academic
goals of the student seemed to have little effect on grade point
average, Tn other words, a student expressing a desire for say
the master's degree, did not seem to have essentially a higher
achievement than a student with a desire for a college diploma,
It then appears that the academic goal is not a factor in college
achievement, The one exception to this was in the case of those
students expressing a desire to obtain a doctor's degree, In

this case the student did achieve above the average for the other

categories,

6, Table 9
From 8 to 11 per cent of the students reporting that their

decision to attend V.C.C. was either the best decision or
that they were "pretty sure" it was the best decislon, obtained
an "A" or "B" achievement at the end of the semester. For
those students who were either in doubt as to their decisfon, or
definitely decided that they should have gone elaewhere, the

achievement of superior grades was virtually non-existent, with
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no "A" grades and only L per cent of those who were "undecided"
as to their decision receiving a "B" grade.

Conclusion: As might be expected, there was a direct and defiinite

relationship between the student's evaluation of his decislon to
attend V.C.C. and his semester achievement as expressed by G.P.A.
The more definite the student was sbout the "wiseness" of his
decision to attend college, the better was his chance of high
grades,
Te Table 10

The greater proportion of students judged their academic
abilities to be in the "B" and "C" range. Nearly four fifths of
those students who estimated their semester final grade to be a
"c" grade, did in fact earn that grade. Approximately 17 per
cent earned less than a "C". One third of the s tudents planning
to achieve at the "B" level actually did so, with just under 8
per cent exceeding their expectations with an "A" grade. In
this case, however, one half achieved at a lower level than
anticipated. In the case of the students who expected to achieve
at the "A" level, two thirds failed to realize that goal.

Conclusion: It would seem that a large number of students, in

this case nearly one fifth of the sample, had an unrealistic
appraisal of their pobential achievement, This was most evident
amongst students who felt that they were "A" or "B" calibre, This
in turn could pose a challenging problem to the college instructor
to a) either motivate the student to achieve at his expected level,

or b) counsél and advise the student as to his academic limitations.

8. Table 11

For those students whose opinion of pre-college educatlion was

one that had prepared them to write essay styled examinations,
one third achieved at a 2.5 G.P.A, or better. On the other hand,
éome 4O per cent of those reporting a lack of enough preparation
in this line ended the semester with better than a 2.5 G.P.A.
with nearly one third reporting no preparation in this area
achieving at the 2.5 or better level.

Conclusion: The level of pre-college preparation to write essay

styled examinations, or the reported lack of preparation would
seem to have little bearing on the semester grade point average.
This might be explained by the fact that there is a growing trend

at the college level to break away from the tradition of exam-

inations in general.

9, Table 12

When the pre-college preparation to write research and/or

creative papers 1s considered, a greater percentage of
students reported "no preparation" than did for the writing of
essay examinations. Forty per cent of the students indicating
they were well prepared and a similar percentage of those
reporting a lack of preparation, achieved at the 2.5 or better
grade point average, while for those reporting "no preparation",
one third achieved at the noted level.

Conclusion: Although more emphasis is placed at the college

level on the writing of research and/or creative papsees than
examinations as such, the preparation or lack of it at the pre-

college level seems to pose 11ttle hinderance in the achievement

of satisfactory grades.
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10, Table 13 at the beginning of a semester by explainirg and outlining methods
Forty-one per cent of those students reporting that pre- of setting up a study schedule.

college education prepared them to read the amount and type
of materials required at the college level, earned a semester
G.P.A. of 2.5 or greater. Of the 111 students who revarted that,
they did not have enough pre-college experience in the reading
of required materials, Ll per cent received a G.P.A. of 2.5 or
over. For the 36 students who felt that they had no preparation
in this area, only 16 per cent earned a grade of 2.5 or better.

Conclusion: The reported lack of preparation in reading the

amount and type of materials required at the college level did
seem to be associated with a greater percentagce of students who

received a G.P.4, of less than 2.5.

31, - Tabla 1

Fifty-five per cent of the students who believed that pre-
college education had prepared them to set their ovn schedule of
studying achieved at the 2.5 G.P.A. level or better. For thnse
students who reported a lack of this preparation, or no preparation,
67.4L per cent and 80.5 per cent respectively earned less than the
205 GaPohs

Conclusion: Pre-college preparation in setting ones own schedule

of study appeared to have a greater hearing on student college
success or lack of it than did preparation in writing examinations,
research papers or the reading of required materials,

In other words, from the results of the study, the ability

! to discipline oneself and set up a study routine 1is very important

for college success, Since 5l per cent of the respondents to the

questionnaire felt they either did not have-enough preparation or

no preparation at all, college instructors could assist students




CONCLUSION

The purpose of this study was to outline some opinions of
college students that may have contributed or influenced the
decision-making patterns regarding the community college, The
study applies to only Vancouver City College, and although
students of other colleges may hold similar ideas, it would be
unwise to project the results of this study to other colleges.
The report on the snclo-economic status of college students
(A Socio-Economic Study of Cnllege Students, March 1971) has
clearly shown the variance amongst college students from the
different geographic regions. It would, therefore, be reason-
able to sveculate that opinions of students might also vary from
region to region. A study similar to this present one, but
conducted at a provincial level, might produce some interesting
results.,

If there is such a thing as an "average" student, then the
following general characteristics would be noted:

15 For an "A" or "B"™ student;

a, completed high school on either the university or non-
university progran,

b. had been out of high school for over ten years,

c. work full time at either some occupation, or housekesping
activity,

d. either definite or fairly definite as tn cholice of future
occupation,

e. expect to obtain at least a bachelor's degree,
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f. were quite sure that thelr decision to attend V.C.C. was
the best decision,

g. estimated that thelr end of semester grade would be at
least a "B" grade,

h. felt that their pre-college preparation to write essay
styled examinations, research papers, and read required materials
was not enough,

1. felt that pre-college preparation for setting their own
study schedule was sufficient.

2, For the fail ("F") student;

a. completed high school basically on the university program,

b. had entered college directly from high school,

¢. elther does not work or works only part time,

d. 1s only "fairly definite" about his cholce of future
occupation, or has made no choice re: his future occupation.

e. expected to obtain at least a bachelor's degres.

£. was only "pretty sure" that his decision to attend V.C.C.
was the best one.

g. estimated his semester grade to be either a "B" or "C".

h. felt the pre-college preparation to write essay styled
examinations, research papers, and read required materials was
either not enough or non existant.

i. Also believed that pre-college preparation for setting

own study schedule was lacking.

Tn addition to the above, the respondents in general believed

that their own personal interest in choosing a major field of study

was most important, while the influence of parents or spouse was




o 56 =

of 1little importance. At the same timehigh school teachers were
fairly important in the choice of a major field of study. Choice
of future occupation was generally not made until after high
school; when made was fairly definite, but still open for consid-
eration,

When consideration was given as to attendance at Vebeloy FHB
college's Student Services counsellors were consulted by the
greatest number of students and found to be the most helpful.
Although parents played little part in choice of field of study,
they were consulted by about one quarter of the students regarding
attendance at college. High school counsellors and teachers,
college instructors, and Canada Manpower counsellors played little
part in this decision making. The student was of the opinion th4
1f withdrawal from college was necessary it would be due to either
lack of interest or academic problems.

Very few students were unhappy about their decisien to
attend college, with low cost, closeness to home, a good program
in the major area of study and good teaching given as the reason
for attendance. These reasons for college attendance were

given more importance than academic competition, high standards,

reputation for new ideas, social activities and a general

intellectual atmmsphere.

While the student had given serious thought to attendance
at a local university, less than half officially applied for
admission and just under half of these were actually accented,
Lack of funds was not a major factor in any decision to attend
a future semester, with most students using their own savings to

finance their college attendance.
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