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A Blissful Autumn

Pumpkin spice lattes
Cinnamon and apple crisps
Sweet, scented candles 
 
Oversized warm flannel sweaters
Sitting around the fireplace 
Warm and cozy nights
 
Long knitted socks
Listening to the rainfall
Leaves changing colour
 
Mother’s homemade soup 
Father’s secret hot cocoa
A blissful Autumn 

 - Rishbhee Dabla
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O sunny spring, my favorite season.
How the colorful flowers start to bloom.
The beautiful weather during Březen.
I do enjoy the aromatic fume.

Perfect time to enjoy nature's beauty.
A wonderful, colorful and crisp scene.
Outside and enjoying something fruity.
Light and bright sun shine on freshly cut green. 

Relaxing to the sound of birds chirping.
Watching the clouds slowly pass through the sky.
So much beauty I find so appealing.
O spring, for I don't want to say goodbye.

Sunny days after cold, cloudy weather.
My favorite things, all brought together.

Spring

-Jade Gallano
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Whiskey in the cup
A cigarette burning slow

He is my James Dean

James Dean

 

-  R i s h b h e e  D a b l a
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T h e  d a y  i s  w r a p p e d ,  b o w  t i e d ,  a n d  r e s t  i s  n e a r

- b u t  i  n e v e r  f i n d  s u c h  e a s y  r e p r i e v e .

I  s i n k  a n d  s w i m ,  f l o a t i n g  a w a y  f r o m  h e r e

… m y  m i n d  r e m i n d s  m e  t h a t  i  c a n n o t  l e a v e :

s o  i  a w a k e ,  i  s h a k e ,  i  a c h e ,  i  h e a v e .

 

 

T h e  g o o d  m o r r o w  a r r i v e s !  T h e  b i r d s ,  t h e y  s i n g

=  t h e  b a g s  p u l l  h a r d e r  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  e v e .

A n d  t h o u g h  I  m a y  m a r c h  w i t h  a  b o u n c e  a n d  s p r i n g

… I  k n o w  w h a t  c e r e m o n y  t h e  n i g h t f a l l  s h a l l  b r i n g .

Restless Minds Wander When the Sun Falls Farther
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- T y l a r  N e u m a n



S h e  d a n c e s  o n  i c e

G l i d i n g  l i k e  p e n  t o  p a p e r

P e r h a p s ,  I  c o u l d  j o i n ?

Glazing on Frost
- J u l i a  Y a m a d a
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When will I be able to understand                         
The flawed bending of your expectations?             
From the crux of your pride to your commands      
Your ways are beyond my apprehension               
 
I have earned trophies, degrees, and  awards         
The infestation of rage constricts joy                  
 Unable to delight in my rewards                           
 Blood boils at the sight of your spiteful ploy       
 
My life is like a tailored performance                    
Tippy toeing around your cruel caprice                        
Nothing goes above your  grim dominance           
Everything I do is a sacrifice                                 
 
Why do I want to prove myself to you?                  
You don’t even  care at all what I do.   

Good Enough
- S e r e n a  T o
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T o  s e e  t h e  w o r l d  s o  b r i g h t  a n d  f u l l  o u t  t h e r e .

T o  d r e a m  o f  g r e a t  f o r t u n e ,  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  f a m e .

Y o u  m u s t  s t e p  o u t  i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  f l a i r .

A l t h o u g h  i t  m a y  s e e m  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c l a i m ,

 

Y o u  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t o  b e  b r a v e  t o  f a c e

T o  s h o w  t h e  w o r l d  y o u ’ r e  n o t  a f r a i d  t o  f l a m e

S o  b r i g h t  a n d  p o w e r f u l  j u s t  l i k e  s p a c e .

F o r  t h i s  m a y  b e  a  s i g n  y o u  m u s t  p r o c l a i m .

 

T o  r e a c h  s o  h i g h  i n t o  t h e  s k y  u n t i l  y o u  t h r i v e

S o  c l o s e  t o  v i c t o r y ,  s o  c l o s e  t o  w i n .

 T o  g e t  t o  w h e r e  y o u  b e l o n g  y o u  m u s t  d r i v e

T o  s u c c e e d  i n  l i f e  u n t i l  y o u ’ r e  i n .

 

Y o u  c a n  n o t  s i t  a r o u n d  a n d  b e  s o  b l u e .

Y o u  m u s t  m a k e  e v e r y  o n e  o f  y o u r  d r e a m s  t r u e .

My Future
- S e j a l  A u l u c k
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A l l  o f  m y  d a y s  k e e p  o n  g e t t i n g  s o  w o r s e ,

I  a m  l o s i n g  s e l f - l o v e ,  a n d  m y  s e l f - t r u s t ,

A s  a  r o u t i n e  t h e  p a i n  i s  a l l  r e h e a r s e d ,

R e d  b l o o d  i s  q u i t e  r e a d y  t o  j u s t  o u t b u r s t ,

 

M y  s o r e  o p e n  w o u n d s ,  s c a r s  c a n n o t  b e  n u r s e d ,

I  a m  u n a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  m y  t h i r s t ,

I  a m  f e e l i n g  m y  s o u l  i s  b e i n g  d i s p e r s e d ,

H o w  c a n  I  r e m o v e  t h i s  d i r t ?

 

P r a y i n g  f o r  m o r e  o f  l i f e  i s  b e i n g  s o  c u r s e d ,

T h a t  i s  w h y  m y  d e s i r e  i s  t o  d i e  f i r s t ,

I  w i s h  s o m e  p e a c e  t o  b e  i n s e r t e d ,

A n d  a l l  t h e  n e g a t i v e  t h o u g h t s  t o  b e  j u s t  e a r t h e d ,

 

L e t  t h e  e v i l  s p i r i t  t o  b e  d i v e r t ,                                                     

H o p i n g  f o r  g o o d  d a y s  t o  b e  r e v e r s e d
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Looking for Good Days
- M a n p r e e t  K a u r  B r a r  



S a k u r a s  d e s c e n d

A  p i n k  w i n t e r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g

T h e  w a r m  s u n ’ s  e m b r a c e

13

- J o - A n n e  K i r i  U r b a n o  

A Spring's Welcome



H e  l o v e d  t h e  S e a  a n d  c a n n o t  l e a v e  i t  s t i l l .

I t  g i v e s  s o  m u c h  b u t  t a k e s  s o  m u c h  a w a y .

H e  d r e a m t  o f  g l a s s  s o  c l e a r  t h a t  m o v e d  a t  w i l l .

T h e  o c e a n  c a l m ,  a n d  q u i e t  w i l l  b e t r a y .

I t  h u g s  w i t h  h a n d s  s o  c o l d  i t  s t a r t s  t o  s e e p

T h e  c h a r c o a l  b r i n e  i n  w h i c h  o l d  b o a t s  d e c a y .

W i t h  f e a r  a n d  l o v e  w e  l o o k  d o w n  a t  t h e  d e e p

I t s  c h u r n i n g  w h i r l p o o l s ,  s p i n n i n g  t i g h t l y ,  g r a s p .

A n d  r e m i n i s c e  o n  a l l  t h a t  i t  d o e s  k e e p .
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Wave
- A n n a  B l a d e s



A  s u d d e n  i s s u e  l e a v i n g  d e a t h  i n  m i n d ,

T h e  p r o b l e m s  f e i g n i n g  r e s t  s o  I  c a n  p r a y ,

T h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  s t i r s  m y  b r a i n  t o  g r i n d ,

R e c a l l i n g  o f  a  m e l a n c h o l i c  d a y ,

A s  d e a t h  b e g i n s  t o  h o l d  m y  h a n d ,

M y  h e a l t h  b e g i n s  d e c a y i n g  i n t o  s a n d .
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Death's Collection Day
- G a l i l e o  I V  T r o c i o



A t t e n t i o n !  A t t e n t i o n !  G o w n ;  G o g g l e s ;  G l o v e s .

A  t r e m b l i n g  v o i c e ,  h a r d l y  s w e e p i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n d y

w e a t h e r .

“ D o n ’ t  y o u  g e t  i t ?  W e  g o t t a ’  g e t  i n  a n d  s a v e  l i v e s ? ”

I g n o r i n g  t h e  q u a v e r i n g  v o i c e  a n d  s t r i d i n g  o n  f u r t h e r .

 

B e h i n d  t h e  s c r e e n  d o o r s ,  n o  o n e  k n o w s  w h a t  a w a i t s  b e n e a t h ,

S t e p p i n g  i n t o  a  d e s e r t e d  h a l l w a y ,  o n c e  f i l l e d  w i t h  j o y ,

N o w  g u a r d e d  w i t h  a  s h a d o w  o f  t h e  a n g e l  o f  d e a t h .

H a r v e s t i n g  s o u l s ;  d e s t i n e d  t o  d e s t r o y .

 

S u d d e n l y !  T h e  t r e m b l i n g  v o i c e  a g a i n ?  “ C o d e  b l u e !  C o d e

b l u e ! ”

L u n c h  b o x e s  f l y i n g ,  s p i t t i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o n  t h e  f l o o r ,

A n g e r  s c r e a m i n g  a l o u d  f r o m  o u r  f a c e s ,  w e  h a v e  n o  v a l u e ,

T h e  f u t u r e  i s  u n k n o w n ;  V i c t o r y  t u m b l e d  o n  t h e  f l o o r !

 

1 s t  h o u r  o f  t h e  s h i f t !  T o n y  b r e a t h i n g  h i s  l a s t ,  t o o  e a r l y  t o

l o s e ,

N o t  a g a i n !  O h  n o ,  s w e e t  r o s e ,  g o n e  i s  R o s e .
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The Pandemic
- R a c h e l  K h a n g u y i



T h e  S t r u g g l e  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  i s  r e a l

W i s h i n g  f o r  a  m o m e n t  t o  s i t  a n d  r e l a x  

T h e y  w o r k  m o r e  j o b s  f u l l - t i m e  t o  b u y  a  m e a l  

G o t  n o  t i m e  t o  w a s t e  d r i n k i n g ,  c a n ' t  c o l l a p s e  

S a v e  u p  m o r e  m o n e y ,  f e e l  l i k e  t r a c k i n g  b a c k  

T h o u g h  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  s t a y  a n d  b u i l d  a  l i f e  h e r e  

W h o e v e r  a c h i e v e s  t h e  h i g h e s t  i t ' s  a  t i m e  a t t a c k  

D r e a m s  o f  d a y s  f l y i n g  t h e  L e a r j e t  o u t  o f  h e r e  

G l i d e  o u t  t o  t h e  B a h a m a s ,  a n d  e s c a p e  t o  c h e e r .  
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Dream of Immigrants
- J e e v a n  D h a l i w a l



T h e r e  w a s  o n c e  a  f r e e  l a d y  o f  j o y ,

W h o  w e n t  a n d  p l a y e d  w i t h  a  t r o u b l e s o m e  b o y ,

S h e  s l i p p e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  f a l l ,

T h e  b o y  g i g g l e d ,  t r i p p e d  a n d  b a w l e d ,

A  l a d y  w i t h  j o y  i s  n o w  a n n o y e d .
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A Once Joyful Lady
- A m i e l l e  D e l a  C r u z



W i l l  t h e  l o v e l e s s  t i d e  r e a c h  s h o r e s  l a y i n g  w a y ?

L a d y  s k y l i n e  e x t e n d s  a  w a r m  e m b r a c e .

G o l d l e s s  s h i p w r e c k e d  s h o r e s ;  i n  m y  d e p t h s ,  I  s t a y ;

D i s g u i s e d  t r a n q u i l l i t y  m a s k i n g  m y  f a c e .

W h a t  f o e  i s  t h i s  t h a t  b e t r a y s  d i r e c t i o n ?

T h e  w i n d  i s  f u l l  o f  f i g h t i n g  s p i t e  a n d  t o i l .

W a t e r - f i l l e d  w a y s  l o s t  i n  g r e y  p e r c e p t i o n ;

O h ,  c h a o s ,  k e e p  y o u r  o l d  r e l e n t l e s s  b o i l .

I n v e r s e ,  t h e  f l a t t e n e d  g a z e  s t a y s  s i l e n t  s t i l l ;

N o r t h  k i s s e s  E a s t ;  S o u t h  f i n d s  W e s t  t o  b e  T r u e .

L o v e - f i l l e d  w a v e s  b r i n g  t a l e s  o f  t h e  s h o r e  w i t h  t h r i l l ;

T h e  s k y  i s  c l o s e ,  i t s  e y e s  s o  c l e a r  a n d  b l u e .

O u t  a n d  i n  w h a t  c y c l e  i s  t r u e  w i t h  q u e s t ;

T h e  s e t  a n d  t h e  d a w n  o f  t i m e ,  n o t  i n  j e s t .  

19

Duality
- A l e x a n d r i a  K i n g  
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W h y  d o e s  i t  h u r t

A s  y o u  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  

I n  t h e  m i d d l e  

O f  a  b a t t l e f i e l d ?

Y o u r  h e a r t  s t i l l

B e a t s  w i t h o u t  

A n y  s h i e l d .

I f  l i f e  w a s  a s  e a s y  a s  

A

B

C ,

T h e r e ' d  b e  n o  p u r p o s e  i n  l i v i n g  l i k e  a  f l o w e r .

T o d a y

Y o u  m i g h t  n o t  b e  w h o  y o u  a r e ,  

F i g h t i n g  

E v e r y  b a t t l e ,  

H i d i n g  

E v e r y  s c a r .

R i s e  a n d  s h i n e  l i k e  t h e  s u n  e v e r y  d a y .

L e t  t h e m  w o n d e r  

H o w  y o u  b l o o m  l i k e  a  b o u q u e t .

She is resilient 
- H a r l e e n  S i d h u
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S o m e t i m e s ,  t h i s  f e e l i n g  b e c o m e s  i n d e s c r i b a b l e .   

A  s i m p l e  g l i m p s e  o f  y o u  b u r n s  a  f i r e  i n  m e ;

M y  h e a r t  i s  w a r m .

S c a r s  h e a l e d  b y  t h e  t o u c h  o f  y o u r  s k i n ,

T h e  s c e n t  o f  c i g a r e t t e s  a n d  w h i s k e y .

Y o u r  p r e s e n c e  i s  t i m e l e s s .

M y  m i n d  i s  a t  e a s e .

Y o u ’ r e  s i m p l y  t o o  b e a u t i f u l  f o r  p o e t r y .

Lover

- R i s h b h e e  D a b l a
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S h e  w a l k s  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  h e r  m y s t i c a l  d r e a m s ,  a n d  s h e ' s  s o  h a r d  t o

c o m p e l .

W a i t s  a r o u n d  p e e r i n g  i n  h e r  l o o k i n g  g l a s s ,  t h i n k i n g  h o w  i t  c o u l d  h a v e

b e e n .

S h e  t h o u g h t  s h e  c o u l d  f l y  b u t  s h e  c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  o f f ,  f e l t  h e r  h e a r t  f a l l

l i k e  a  r a i n d r o p .  

P o u r i n g  d o w n ,  i t  w o n ' t  s t o p .

W h a t  c a n  I  s a y ,

S h e ' s  a  r a d i c a l  d a m e .

W h o  l i k e s  t o  p l a y  g a m e s .

S h e  f e l l  i n t o  a  s p i r a l ,  f a l l i n g  b a c k  i n t o  h e r  t h o u g h t s .

G i v e n  a l l  s h e ' s  l e a r n e d ,  f a l l  a w a y .

N o  m i s t a k e .

N o  e s c a p e .

Radical Dame 
- L a v i n i a  U r b a n i
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Aura

 

 

W e  a l l  h a v e  a  n e t  o f  u n s e e n  e n e r g y  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  b o d y

e n c h a n t i n g  a l l u r i n g  c o l o r s ,

a f f e c t e d  b y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .

 

I t  r a d i a t e s  a  v i b r a n t  l i g h t ,

a  l u m i n o u s  p o w e r ,  

a  h a l o  o f  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  v i v a c i t y .

 

T h e r e  a r e  l a y e r s  t o  a n  a u r a ,

s o m e  b r i g h t  a n d  s o m e  f a d e d .

E a c h  c o l o r  h a s  i t s  m e a n i n g .

 

I t ' s  a  b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g .

I t ' s  t h e  u n i q u e  a m b i e n c e  w e  p r o j e c t  o n t o  o t h e r s ,

a n d  t h e  c o n c e a l e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  e m b o d y  a n  i n d i v i d u a l .

 

- J a d e  G a l l a n o
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T h e r e  y o u  w e r e ,  

l y i n g  s o  p e a c e f u l l y ,  

h a n d s  c r o s s e d ,  s o  p a l e .  

S o  m a n y  w o r d s  l e f t  u n s a i d ,  

a f r a i d  t i m e  i s  n o t  o n  o u r  s i d e .

A l w a y s  i n  m y  h e a r t ,  y o u  r e m a i n  

u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  w e  m e e t  a g a i n .  

 

Stairway to Heaven 

25

- J m i e  L i n g a t  



 

F o r  o n c e  i n  s p a c e ,  t h e  o n e  t h u s  p o s i t e d .

L o n g i n g  t o o k  a  f o r m  o f  s e r p e n t i n e  a l o n g ,

O r  l i k e  s i g h t  i t  w a s  b u t  f i r s t  e x i s t e d .

A m o n g  t h r e e  w e r e  n o n e  m o r e ;  w e r e  s h a p e d  f o r  s o n g .

O r b i t s  h e r :  W h a t ’ s  r e m e m b e r e d ?  J a s m i n e - d u s t e d ,

A g h a s t ,  s c a t t e r i n g  w h e n c e  g a z e  f e l l  u p o n .

A t  l a s t ,  b e t w i x t  a l l  l i g h t  t h r e a d  f o r  c o m f o r t

T o i l e  a n d  s t u f f ,  s t o r i e d  g i l t ,  b e a u t y  o u t p o u r .

I Remember
- M a z i n  E l h u s s e i n  
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T h e  e l d e r s  s i t  i n  s i l e n c e ,  b o w i n g  h e a d s ,

F r a i l ,  w e a k  b o d i e s  w e r e  s h i v e r i n g  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  c o l d .

S u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  e a r t h ,  g l a r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d y i n g  e m b e r s ,

P o p p i n g  a n d  c r a c k l i n g  s o u n d s  f r o m  t h e  b u r n i n g  w o o d ,

A  c h o k i n g  b l a n k e t  o f  s m o k e  f i l l s  u p  t h e  a i r .

I t  i s  a  d a r k  d a y  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e !

 

F a m i l y ,  f r i e n d s ,  n e i g h b o r s ,  g a t h e r i n g  i n  g r o u p s ,

M u r m u r i n g  i n  c r a c k l i n g  h o a r s e  v o i c e s .

F i r e f l i e s  l i g h t i n g  u p  t h e  s k i e s ,  c h i l d r e n  d i v i n g  a f t e r  t h e m ,

N o t  c o m p r e h e n d i n g  t h e  s o m b e r  m o o d ,

T h e i r  b e d t i m e  i s  l o n g  g o n e .

I t  i s  a  d a r k  d a y  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e !

 

S i l e n c e d  i s  t h e  f i e r c e  f a c e  t h a t  s w i f t l y  s w e p t  t h e  b a t t l e s .

H i s  l i f e l e s s  b o d y  l i e s  i n  t h e  w o o d e n  b o x .

A s  I  g i v e  m y  l a s t  g l a n c e ,  I  s e n s e  a  s o f t  t a p  o n  m y  s h o u l d e r ,

M y  m o t h e r ,  “ t i l l  w e  m e e t  a g a i n ”  s a y s  s h e

I  p o n d e r  o n  t h a t  t h o u g h t ,

R e a l l y ?  “ T i l l  w e  m e e t  a g a i n ? ”

 

F o r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e i r  v o i c e  i s  n o  m o r e

F o r  m e ,  m y  a n c h o r  i s  g o n e

“ T i l l  w e  m e e t  a g a i n ”

Till We Meet Again
- R a c h e l  K h a n g u y i
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A  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s  a w a y  i s  h o m e ,  

T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  I  h a v e  a  b l e e d i n g  p o e m  

I  f i n d  c o m f o r t  w i t h  t h e  f a c t

T h a t  w e  a r e  u n d e r  o n e  m o o n ,  s o  I  a c t

H o w  c a n  h a l f  a  h e a r t  b e a t ,

a n d  y e t ,  s t i l l  b e  s o  s w e e t ?  

W h e n  a l l  t h a t  a r e  l e f t  a r e  w o u n d s  

a n d  t h e  m i n d  i s  f u l l  o f  t y p h o o n s .

A  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s  a w a y  i s  h o m e

I  m a y  b e  b l e e d i n g  b u t  a m  n e v e r  a l o n e

I ' m  l e f t  w i t h  s c a r s

s h a p e d  l i k e  t h e  s t a r s

W h e n  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e  m o o n  

K n o w  t h a t  f o r  y o u  I ’ d  k i l l  a  p l a t o o n  

I ’ d  w a l k  a  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s

J u s t  p r o m i s e  m e  y o u ’ l l  w a i t  i n  t h e  a i s l e s

Home
- T r i s h a  D e l  M a r  
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S e t t l i n g  i n t o  a  r h y t h m  o f  h e r  o w n  c r e a t i o n .   

 

   T h e  g a i t  b e w i l d e r i n g  t o  s o m e .     

                                                                

R a c i n g  t h e  w i n d  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e  p i n t o  l o n g  b a n i s h e d  t o  a  r e a l i t y ,  n a y ,

 

d r e a m  j u s t  b e y o n d  h e r  r e a c h .

 

A l a s ,  s h e  t a k e s  t o  t h e  f i e l d s ,  k i c k i n g  o f f  h e r  s h o e s  a n d  s e n s i b i l i t y ,

 

e m b r a c i n g  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  h e r  e s c a p e .

 

T h o u g h  ' t i s  n o t  r u n n i n g  s h e  l o n g s  f o r ;

 

 

 

S h e  s e e k s  t o  f l y .

Unbridled
- A l e x a n d r i a  K i n g
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