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VCC School of Music
ABORIGINAL MUSIC LAB

Sal Ferretas
Dean, School of Music
sfettetas@vec ca

The School of Music at Vancouver Community College has been at
the forefront of progresstve music education 1n Vancouver and be-
yond sice 1ts mnception over 25 years ago Recognizing this country’s
ever-expanding community of highly talented Aboriginal artists, the
School of Music embatked on the organization and launch of an n-
tenstve workshop/laboratory this past summer of 2007 ‘The primary
purpose was to train practicing and aspiring Aboriginal artists 1n a
range of advanced, hands-on skills, techniques, and seminars deliv-
ered by established artists within the Abotigmal and non-Aboriginal
music and media scene The School contracted singet/songwriter/
hip-hop artist Kinnue Statr to lead a cast of highly engaged local and
nattonal artists 1n providing a meanmngful and deeply resonant must-
cal tratnung and shating experience

“I jutst wanted to say thank yon agam! 1 bad an awesome tine It was truly inspong 1
really wanted you and Knney to know bow grateful I am to know that people hike yon,
Kunney, Alan Greyeyes and Gerre Trimble have been such a huge milestone i ny pro-
wress To know that you all belreve 1i the misic, belreve i me, #s, 50 that we can
move forward aid make onr dieams come true! 1t really moves me I have a bug heart for
all of yon!!

I bave been so pumped since I got back home, 1 have written 3 more songs! Two are
stell 1 progress, one 15 coniplete  And I bave been making contacts for gigs now too! Ha
- 1o stopping me now'

I cant wait to bear the CD - 1 know ifs gowng to be awesome!! There was some great
mnste and spriit bappening there!

With much love and Peace,”

-Ountario based female vinger-songwniter

The VCC School of Music Aboriginal Mustc Lab took place August
20th to 25th, 2007 at the Broadway campus Participants attended
featured sessions 1n areas such as Pop, Blues and Jazz Progressions,
DJ Culture, Talking about Culture and Context, and Reviving Tradi-
tional Music Sessions wete held both 1n the VCC Broadway audito-
rum and adjacent electronic music lab from Noon to 9pm Monday
through Saturday Participants traveled to Vancouver from Ontarlo,
Quebec, Manitoba, the Notth West Tertitortes, Alberta, Interior and
Northern British Columbia

Contnimed on page 5
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Seizure Disorders

Destree Blankenbetg
Disability Counselot
dblankenbeig@vce ca

Students with epilepsy and other
seizure disordets ate sometimes
reluctant to divulge theit condi-
tions because they fear being mis-
understood ot stigmatized Myths
about this disorder include 1t being
a form of mental illness or 1t 15
contagtous and untteatable These
misconceptions have atisen be-
cause the ultimate causes remain
uncertain There 1s evidence that
hereditary factors may be 1nvolved
and that brain 1mjuries and tu-
mouts, occurring at any age, may
give tise to seizures What 1s
known 1s that setzures result from
imbalances 1n the electrical activity
of the btain

The following are 4 distinct
types of serzures or at least the
most recognized ones

1. Generalized absence seizures
{previously called Petit Mal), small
seizures and characterized by eye
blinking or stating It begins
abtuptly with a sudden dimming of
consclousness and may last only a
few seconds Whatever the person
1s doing 1s suspended for a mo-
ment but tesumed agam as soon as
the setzure 15 over often, because
of 1ts briefness Unlike tonic clonic
setzutes the individual does not
expertence deep sleep atterwards
This type of setzure may go unno-
ticed by the individual as well as by
othets

2. Complex-partial seizuies (also
referred to as Psychomotor ser-
zures) range from mild to sevete
and may 1nclude stating, mental
confusion,

uncootdinated and random move-
ment, mncoherent speech, and be-
haviour outbugsts, followed by
immediate tecovery Peison ap-
pears clumsy and often mistaken
to be intoxicated They may stare
blankly and walk atound 1n 2 daze
These serzutes may last from two
minutes to a half an hour The
person may have no recollection
of what happened but may experi-
ence fatigue They may also be
able to follow simple directions 1f
given 1n a calm friendly voice

3. Partial seizures---affect one
side of the body, typically involve
uncontrollable trembling or jerking
of arm or leg This however, may
tuin 1nto a tonic clonic seizuie as
the movements may start 1 a fin-
ger and then slowly “move” up-
wards until whole limb shakes
Usually, anticonvulsant medication
1s used to prevent or reduce the
numbet of seizures

4. Generalized tonic-clonic sei-
zures (better known as Grand
Mal) They involve episodes of
violent shaking, the person be-
comes blue and stff, posstble 1n-
creased heart rate and blood pies-
sure Serzures may be modetate to
severe and may be charactetized
by generalized contractions of
muscles, twitching, and hmb jetk-
ing May last up to an hour and the
person may fall into a deep sleep
and may expetience extreme fa-
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Students with seizure disordets are
often undet preventattve medica-
tton, which may cause drowsiness
and temporaty memory problems
Such medication makes 1t unlikely
that a setzure will occur 1n class

In the event of a Grand Mal Se1-
zure, the following procedures
may prove helpful.

e (Call for help

e Keep calm Although its mant-
festations may be mtense, the sei-
zute 1s generally not painful to the
indtvidual

e Remove nearby objects that
may 1njute the student during the
setzure

e Help lowet the person to the
floor and place cushioning undet

his/het head

¢ ‘Tuin the head to the side, so
that breathing 1s not obstructed
(usually done aftet the setzure)

¢ Loosen ught clothing

° Do not force anything be-
tween the teeth

¢ Do not try to resttain bodily
movement

e Aftet a serzure, faculty should
deal forthuightly with the concerns
of the class 1n an effott to forestall
whatevet negative attitudes may
develop toward the student

Most impottantly, assute the mdt-
vidual 1n a calm voice that he/she
1s 1 a safe place

(adapted with petmussion from V-
Tech Institute faculty guide for
VCC)

Items for Education @ VCC can be submutted anytime, by any-
one Qur next edition will be 1n Decembet, and the deadline for
that 1ssue will be November 26th

Please submit your submissions to mgrover({@vee ca
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VCC International signs
MOU
with CESUES University in
Sonora, Mexico

Nadina Dodd
Matketng Cootdinator, VCCI
ndodd@ cc ca

VCC International 1s pleased to
announce the signing of an tmpot-
rant Memotrandum of Undeistand-
g MOU) with CESUES Univet-
sity 1n the Northwestern State of
Sonota, Mexico

3

etal Director of CESUES, Mr
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one a COIIIPCUUVC advantage mn

Francisco Carlos Silva Toledo, and  this globally interdependent
the Minister of Education and Cul- wotld ”

ture, Mt Ainoldo Soto Soto

Duting the cetemony speeches,
Nadina spoke of the importance
of having mtetnational experience
“whilst travelling and learning
about other cultutes and customs
we ate often faced with challenges
because of the new and unique
expettences 1t brings — this opens
our eyes and gives us a different
perspectrve on the wotld which
entiches both out petsonal and

professional hfe  Also - having

Matketing Managet of
VCC Intetnattonal,
Nadina Dodd, recently
ttavelled to this state
duting which ume she
was mvolved m ptesen-
tattons at CESUES and
public telations activi-
ties with both state and
local media She was
thtilled to be patticipat-
g mn the formal sign-
ing ceremony of such an impottant International expetience and
agreement together with the Gen- speaking another language gives

Indepcarmbios
= Conunurily

At piesent, top petforming stu-
dents of CESUES recerve a schol-
atship every yeat from their uni-
vetsity which allows them to ex-
pettence Canada duting a five-
week English Language and Cul-
tute progiam at Vancouver Com-
muntty College This agteement
outhnes this opportunity but also
further solidifies the collaboration
of both insututions 1n the develop-
ment of other educational pro-
grams and projects for both stu-
dents and faculty 1n
i Vancouver and Mex-
1co The development
of such international
oppottunities 1s an ex-
citing part of VCC’s
plan to
. “intetnationalize” the
campus and this patt-
nership comes as a wel-
come addition to one
of the many projects
abroad that ate 1n the works at
VCC Intetnational

these have 1n turn been shared with Education

Report from Education Council

Council The EEAW Program Review will be pre-

sented at the Decembet meeting

A new counci] was elected 1n Octobet Joining the
Council ate Leona Friesen, faculty tepresentattve fot
the School of Health Sciences, Sally Gibson, faculty
representative for the College-at-Latge, and four stu-
dent reptesentattves, Jenm-Lynn Hewrtt, Joel Pike,
Rosematy Q, and Donna Rose

Aftet six years as Chair, Ted Hougham will be step-
ping down from Education Council Lotna Downie
will be Intetim Chatr until 2 new esecutive 1s elected
1n Decembet

Education Council apptoved the Libtary Lending
Policy 1n October. It was then tecommended to and
approved by the Board

The Policy Commiuttee of Education Council has
repotted that the following policies will be 1eviewed
by Education Council in the coming months

~  Program Review policy
~  Program Advisoty Commuttee policy

~  Affihatton Agreement policy

The Drafting and Counselling Skills & Substance =
Abuse Counselling Program Reviews have been pre- -
sented to Education Council The Deans fiom these —
areas have submitted Action Plans to the VP Fd, and —

Granting of Credentials policy
Degree Standards policy
Articulation /Transfer Credst policy
Scholarships and Awards policy
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Department Head Ode
Robett Oliver

Depattment Head, Diploma Program Hospitality Management
1oliver@vee ca

Please, will you be the Department Head?
Everyone wants you to be the one on which to depend,
Please, will you be the Department Head?

Think of all the perks and the large, large stipend!

Please be the role-model, we so desperately need,
You have the expertence and you have the manner,
You know the students, faculty and deans,
And you’re not aftaid of the Big Bad Banner'

Well I fell for all this, hook, line and sinker,
And took the job as Head of the Department,
My biggest surprise was that my classroom world,
Now became an 1solated office compartment

No longer could 1 wander around the campus,
Talking to colleagues and calling out student greetings,
I found myself wandering around the campus,
But head down and detetmined to get to the next round of meetings.

Where 15 your tratning plan, your budget and schedule?

When will you know the amount owing to faculty PD?

Where 1s your strategic plan and your SWOT analyss,
When 15 the soonest you can get enrollment numbers to me?

Ate you gomng to the ttade show and setting up the booth?
Don’t forget Information Night a week from today,
Remember HR needs yout four faculty evaluations tomottow,
You’ie $50,000 00 over budget, now what do you have to say?

Did you do the student evaluations, on the night foim this nme?
Have you done the reference checks and copied the documentation?
No, You can’t take holidays and you can’t carry them over,

You need to attend this months PAC, and be a sensation!

Is the enam schedule done yet and who 15 your union rep?
When was the last time your Department had a fire drill?
Are the finals marks entered yet, Banner s ready to roll,
No you can’t go to the Pharmacy Department to get a big pill

These are yout typical days as a Depattment Head,
And so we ask ourselves, why do we do 1t?
We do 1t because we have the power and ability,
To lead faculty and students to a near perfect fit

We are educators, teferees and actors,
We ate accountants, counselors and more;
We are pulled daily 1n countless ditections,

But always mindful, the student 15 our Core

The success of our students 1s everyone’s misston,
Thetr success validates why we are here;
When they walk across that stage and thank us,
They have the skills and ethics that we all hold dear.

Yes, the hours ate long and the meetngs unending,
But along the way our faculty, students & programs shine,
So on the days when the job just seems too much,
Please temember it 15 our responsibihity, yours and mine
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continued from page 1

Attendees brought to the Lab a
wide gamut of musical styles and
approaches that included tradi-
tional music, folk singet/
songwritets, country music, hip-
hop, rock, dj-ing, classical, blues,
and pow-wow music

“Monday novning, 1ecorded ditimmer and 1
at the beach and we got a few takes of the
bonomr song for my mother I can't tell you
bow neh it means to me to be able to finally
open my heart fo speret and embrace that
which bhas been tn nry famuly for centuries 1
Jelt I was not good enongh before and I no
Jonger feel that way I buri my sage every
mornng and plan to nse ny other medicines
darly T am no longer afiard of who 1 amr o1
where I come fiomr and I feel the love of nry
ancestors and miy grandparents all monnd
e

In my dralect of Cree, we say "ay-bay" when
we thank soneone

I thank you, Sal and I thank Kimnie A1y-
hay?”’

-Gritast-songwriter

An additional event otganized by
Kinnie Statr and School of Mustc
Dean Sal Fetreras, utled “The
Greatest Native Evet  Evet” took
place the evening of Sunday Au-
gust 26t on the stage of the Van-

5

couvetr Media Club, a club well
known to Vancouver independent
musical attist community The
evening began with a remarkable
showcase featuring all Aboniginal
Music Lab participants 1n solo or
gtoup performance tollowed by
three powerful sets by local attists
story-teller Richard van Camp,
1appet-dj Mantk, rock guitatst
Marty Ballentyne, hip-hop artist
Kinnte Starr and a jam session fa-

cilitated by D] Mad Eskimo

“1he AMI was a great experience I ant 5o
thankfil to bave had an opportnnity fo par-
ticipate 1 like the mustcians bouts, the mix
of talent It was awesome to see my freends
commg into then time "L be classes were inter-
actrve and I loved atmosphere of free expres-

”

20i1
-Blues singer songwriter

The Abonginal Music Lab was a
success It taised awateness of
the need for professional develop-
ment i the Abonginal Music sec-
tot and helped tatget that need to
specific technical or capacity ele-
ments It posittoned VCC’s School
of Music as an 1deal musical train-
mg centre capable and commutted
to advancing Aboriginal musical
arts It attiacted high level artists
who sought the knowledge, depth
and expertence of a fully integrated
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team of artist-petformet-
educators The positive expertence,
feedback and tangible musical
ptoducts ate a sttong indication
that VCC has seized an important
opportunity to positton itself as a
leading insutution of advanced
Abonginal Music Training If the
Lab was indeed an expetiment to
assess the viability of a ptoper
Aboriginal Music Progtam then all
stgns point towatds continuing this
development and impottant post-
secondary cultural educanon
stteam

“Thantks again for the oppoiiunity to cone to
the Musie ab and I hope T smpressed you
all and wonld love to come back for another
run I ol definately vtay m tonch, take

e "

-Conntyy-folk songnniter

The Abotiginal Music Lab was
tunded by the generous assistance
of Vancouver Community College,
the Canada Council for the Arts
Music Section and Legacies Now
All tiavel and accommodation was
made possible by a specially desig-
nated genetous grant ftom the
Canada Council fot the Atts to
support the national scope of the

Lab

Faculty Web Grading

Sandra North

Assoctate Registiat
snotth@vcec ca

Well into 1ts second yeat, the Fac-
ulty on-line grading project has
been successful in a numbet of
departments VCC At the moment
between 40 to 75% of all depart-
ments (dependent on the campus)
are fully using this functionality
And one of the best parts about 1t

1s that faculty do not have to un-
derstand Banner Student to use 1t
Tramning wotkshops for this take
approximately one hour and at the
end, mstructors are able to entet
letter grades for thent specitic
classes on-line This gives faculty
the ability to do this from any
computet with a web btowset,
using the secure log-in featute
tound on the VCC home page of
our website For VCC students,
the benefit 1s theit ability to view
their lettet grades on-line as well as
the ability to ptint unofficial tran-

scLipts
In addition to on-line grading, fac-
ulty also have the ability to

¢  See how classes are filling

e Confitm the numbet of regis-
tered students 1n a class

e  Send individual ot group
ematls to students, as well as view
students who have withdrawn
fiom class after the first day

It any faculty are intetested 1n
tecetving this tramning, please con-
tact Sueling Chang by ematl or call
7478
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Committee Reports

Distributed Learning Committee

At the October meeting, the Commuttee discussed what policies
might be appropuiately developed by the DLLC  The Terms of Ref-
erence for the DLC 1dentify 1t as a place to systematically review
polictes, with a focus on teaching and learning and the use of the
system/network A list of policies will be brought forward at a
future meeting and DLC will decide which to review and how to
set priorities  Alison Woods, Learning Centre Coordinatot, was on
hand to present online/virtual tutoting Currently the Learning
Centre offets math and science tutoring via mnstant messaging The
tutors are online Monday through Thursday, from 6 00-9 00pm
The DLC 5 a ptble commttee and mects on the second Wednesday of the
month - Meeting locations alternate between the Broadway and Downtown
Canmprses.

Education Administrators Group: some highlights

—~  The Internationalization subcommittee of FAG has devel-
oped a draft definttion of Internationahization Members of
the subcommittee tecently attended a conference on Intetna-
tionalization held in Vancouver Some of the presentations
are now wallable online at* hrep /v teaton | nafsa oror
Regtonal2007-5 anc/Inden Rewonall™ hop

- ELSA 4/5 courses began October 29th

—  The Yamaha Technical Tour made 2 stop at VCC and the best
of the Yamaha technictans worked pro bono on VCC’s new
pianos Yamaha Canada has also made a donation to VCC for
a scholarship.

- A provincal HS/RCA program for Aboriginal learners 1s be-
ing developed and should be completed by December

—  Also 1n development 1s a new Aboriginal Culinaty program
(morte to come on this nitrative 1n a later newslettet)

Management Group: some highlights
Management Group heatd a presentation on VCC’s Positive
Space Campaign, designed to foster an inclusive environment
tor GLBT employees

—  The Unitted Way campaign, which runs the first two weeks of
November, and employees will have an opportunity to donate
to VCC during the campaign

—  Management gets regular updates on Emergency Planning
Preparedness (more the latter 1n a future 1ssue of this Newslet-
ter)

—  Other reports have been recetved on Successton planning,
Strategic Planning,, the Capital Campaign, and the 2010
Olympics
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Upcoming Events at
Vancouver Community
College

Volunteer Fair
Concoutse
Downtown Campus
Wednesday, November 14th

Positive Space Workshop
Downtown Campus
Wednesday, Novembet 14th

Awards Ceremony
Auditorrum
Bioadway Campus
Ftiday, November 16th

Employee Recognition
Staff Lounge
Broadway Campus
Thursday, December 13th

Strategic Plan
Visioning Sessions
Employee Lounge
Broadway Campus
Wednesday, November 14th

Employee Lounge
Bioadway Campus
Wednesday, November 28th

Room 240
Downtown Campus
Thursday, November 29th

Student Lounge
Alberni Campus
Ftiday, Novembet 30th

Room 240
Downtown Campus
Tuesday, December 04th

Strategic Planning Working
Groups

January—Aptil
Dates and locations' tha




